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About this booklet

This booklet grows from an intentional exploration of 
nonviolent community embarked upon by members 

of the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance. It has 
since expanded to embrace many members of our peace 

community.

Our intention is to use the booklet to build spiritual 
community. Those who are using the book are asked to 

participate by contributing readings to it.‡ 

The common thread in these reflections is the struggle of 
human beings to improve the world. In OREPA, our struggle 

to end bomb production is part of that struggle. In these 
reflections, we join ourselves with the larger community that 

works to heal the world.

The reflection booklet has been provided free of charge to all 
who request it. We welcome donations—$20 would cover 

the cost of paper, printing and mailing for one year—but they 
aren’t required.

Each Thursday you will find the name of a member of the 
community who is using this booklet. This is an opportunity 
to think a little about that person and all those who work for 

peace on her/his day.

sources

front cover:

The Transform Now Plowshares trial brought people from around the country to Knoxville; 
here, holding a banner at the close of the trial in the courtyard of the federal court, are Elaine 
Englehart of Michigan; Larry Coleman, Knoxville; Michele Naar-Obed, Minnesota; Bill Bichsel, 
Washington; John LaForge, Wisconsin; and Jake Weinstein, Knoxville..

Readings for this reflection booklet were contributed by Mary Dennis Lentsch, 
Linda Ewald, Lee Sessions, Erik Johnson and Ralph Hutchison. Robert Bul-
lard’s Thursday quotes are from an interview in the May 2012 issue of The Sun 
magazine. Photos by Ralph and Sarah Margaret Hutchison.



Saturday, June 1
1996 : ukraine turns nuclear arsenal over to russia

 The true opposite of obedience is not disobedience but 
independence. The true opposite of order is not disorder but freedom. Most 
profoundly, the true opposite of control is not chaos, but self-control. 

~ Jay Griffiths

Sunday, June 2
1863 : harriet tubman born

1924 : congress grants citizenship to native americans

    If you hear the dogs, keep going. If you see the torches in the 
woods, keep going. If there’s shouting after you, keep going. Don’t ever 
stop. Keep going. If you want a taste of freedom, keep going.

~ Harriet Tubman

Monday, June 3 

 Let us do the work of rivers, gathering the earth’s wisdom and 
carrying it like sunlight into the future. 

~ Kathleen Dean Moore

The National Nuclear Security Administration put up new fences; the Oak 
Ridge police mounted an unprecedented display of harassment, and we main-
tained a spirit of nonviolent protest during the April Action for Disarmament 
in Oak Ridge..



Tuesday, June 4
1987 : new zealand declares itself a nuclear free zone

1989 : tiananmen square massacre, beijing, china

 Sustainability carries within it a concomitant idea of responsibility.  
It requires, for each and every act, an awareness of effects through time 
and space.    

~ Robert Swan

Wednesday, June 5
1958 : golden rule activists sentenced to 90 days for sailing into pacific a-bomb test site

 There is a certain indolence in us, a wish not to be disturbed, 
which tempts us to think that things are quiet, all is well. Subconsciously, 
we tend to give the preference to “social peace,” though it be only 
apparent, because our lives and possessions seem then secure. Actually, 
human beings acquiesce too easily in evil conditions; they rebel far too 
little and too seldom. There is nothing noble about acquiescence in a 
cramped life or mere submission to superior force.    

~ A.J. Muste

Megan Rice speaks, while Greg Boertje-Obed and Michael Walli listen, at the 
Festival of Hope in Knoxville on the eve of the Transform Now Plowshares 
trial. Erik Johnson and Jonah House provided backdrops for the evening’s 
celebration of life and light—a labyrinth tracing the journeys of Megan, Greg 
and Mike, and the Swords into Plowshares banner made by the Berrigan 
daughters from father Phil’s shirts.



Thursday, June 6
Anne Hablas

 I don’t think any one event, or any one day, or any one 
action, or any one confrontation wins or loses a battle. You keep 
that in mind and be practical about it. It’s foolish then to try and 
gamble everything on one roll of the dice—which is what violence 
really gets down to. I think the practical person has a better chance 
of dealing with nonviolence than people who tend to be dreamers 
or who are impractical. We’re not nonviolent because we want to 
save our souls. We’re nonviolent because we want to get some social 
justice for the workers.
 If all you’re interested in is going around being nonviolent 
and so concerned about saving yourself, at some point the whole 
thing breaks down—you say to yourself, “Well, let them be violent, 
as long as I’m nonviolent.” Or you begin to think it’s okay to lose the 
battle as long as you remain nonviolent. The idea is that you have to 
win and be nonviolent. That’s extremely important! You’ve got to be 
nonviolent, and you’ve got to win with nonviolence!
 What do the poor care about strange philosophies of 
nonviolence if it doesn’t mean bread for them?                 

~ Cesar  Chavez



Friday, June 7

 In the practice of nonviolence, be it on a personal 
scale, in nonviolent action for civil rights or peace, or on an 
international level, we cannot expect immediately visible 
results, and we cannot be disappointed if the response is not 
mechanically proper according to theory.     

~ Marjorie Swan

Saturday, June 8
570 : mohammad born

 Shall I not inform you of a better act than fasting, alms, 
and prayers? Making peace between one another: enmity and 
malice tear up heavenly rewards by the roots.

~ Muhammad

Sunday, June 9

 The most beautiful thing we can experience is the 
mysterious. It is the source of all true art and science. Those to 
whom this emotion is a stranger, who can no longer pause to 
wonder and stand rapt in awe, are as good as dead: their eyes are 
closed.

~ Albert Einstein

Monday, June 10

  It is necessary for modern pacifism to have at least certain 
fairly definite hypotheses on which to base nonviolent action. 
Three general types are required: Nonviolent resistance to a 
hostile aggressor; nonviolent attack to hasten the transformation 
of evil and unjust social situations; and nonviolent mass action for 
the prevention of war. 
 ~ Devere Allen



Tuesday, June 11
1880 : jeanette rankin born

         What one decides to do in crisis depends on one’s philosophy of life, 
and that philosophy cannot be changed by an incident. If one hasn’t any 
philosophy in crises, others make the decision.

~ Jeanette Rankin

Wednesday, June 12
1982 : one million march for disarmament in new york city

 Why fear the dark? How can we help but love it when it is the 
darkness that brings the stars to us? What’s more: who does not know that 
it is on the darkest nights that the stars acquire their greatest splendor?     

~ Dom Helder Camara

Members of the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability in a banquet room in the House 
of Representatives Rayburn Office Building for the DC Days Awards Reception; 
receiving awards were Senator Ron Wyden, Kristen Iversen, Kathleen Sullivan, Diane 
Curran, Bobbie Paul, and Judith Mohling.



Thursday, June 13
Erik and Libby Johnson

1985 : aid to nicaragua’s contras protested in 150 us cities; 1,756 arrested

 Everybody produces waste regardless of class or race, but 
not everybody has to live near where the waste is dumped. We did 
a study of commercial hazardous-waste facilities and found that 
more than half of the residents living within a two-mile radius of 
these facilities were people of color. When you look at two or more 
of these facilities in close proximity, the number jumps to sixty-nine 
percent, and it’s likely that there aren’t just two or three but four or 
five in a single area. When smelters, refineries, and chemical plants 
are located near schools, the students attending those schools are 
primarily low income and minority. And if you live in a community of 
color, you are two and a half times more likely to live near a polluting 
facility. That’s part of the reason why zip codes and neighborhoods 
are consistent, powerful predictors of people’s health.
 Poor communities are sometimes exposed to chemicals 
that haven’t even had toxicological research conducted on them 
yet. Local governments are gambling with people’s lives. And when 
someone objects, the burden is on those who are fighting serious 
illnesses to prove that this toxin has destroyed their health. The 
burden of proof should be reversed: the company producing the 
chemical should have to prove that it will not harm the public.

~ Robert Bullard



Friday, June 14

 If the imagination is to transcend and transform experience it has 
to question, to challenge, to conceive of alternatives, perhaps to the very 
life you are living at that moment.     

~ Adrienne Rich

Saturday, June 15

 I believe we are part of the universal rhythmic process because 
we’re all a part of nature—we are in it and of it. So like the ingoing and 
outgoing waves, we breathe in a similar way—we flow. Cosmic creativity 
and creative evolution are always going on. Everything is always singing.   

~ Robert Cox

Sunday, June 16
1976 : soweto uprising, 700 students killed in south africa

 Histories are written by intellectuals who generally give undue 
credit to other intellectuals for making history. But history is made by 
people who commit themselves, their lives, and their energies to the 
struggle. The best history is made by people who struggle against war, 
oppression and hypocrisy, who struggle to incorporate into their own lives 
and organizations the values that led them to oppose these evils in the first 
place.

~ Dave Dellinger

Monday, June 17
1925 : geneva gas protocol outlaws germ warfare

 The peace movement knows that there is something fundamentally 
evil about this society. Kent State and the killing of students. All the years 
of killing in Vietnam. All the murderous weapons being sold throughout 
the world. All the endured violence of Civil Rights struggles and freedom 
rides and sit-in. Through all this one comes to know the seriousness of the 
situation and to realize it’s not going to be changed just by demonstrations.  
It’s a question of risking one’s life. It’s a question of living one’s life in 
drastically different ways.   

~ Dorothy Day



Tuesday, June 18
1982 : ussr renounces “first use” of nuclear weapons

 Creativity belongs to the artist in all of us. To create means 
to relate. As artists, we accept responsibility to create—to realize our 
immense power to change things, to fit things together in a new way.  

 ~ Corita Kent

Wednesday, June 19
juneteenth celebrates liberation of slaves

1953 : execution of julius and ethel rosenberg

 The need is for the connection to nature within ourselves; only 
then can we understand how to act toward nature outside ourselves. Along 
with the obvious crimes our culture is committing against the natural 
world, we would be wise to remember that the main crimes are the crimes 
against our inner nature. From these inner crimes all the outer evil arises.  
This is the teaching of wisdom.      

~ Jacob Neddleman

Dan Zak’s article in the Washington Post triggered a spate of media attention on 
the eve of the Transform Now Plowshares trial; here Greg Boertje-Obed, Megan 
Rice and Michael Walli are interviewed by CNN’s David Mattingly at the Riverside 
Nonviolent Community house in Knoxville, TN.



Thursday, June 20
Mary Dennis Lentsch

 Sustainability is a three-legged stool: it has to include 
the environment, economics and equity. I understand there 
will always be waste. What I want is equity. There should be a 
sharing of the burden, so that not all of these facilities end up in 
one community. We need to look at the problem from a regional 
perspective. And if a particular community is producing more 
waste than others—as rich communities often do—it needs to 
deal with that waste locally, not ship it to poor communities. 
Suppose the people who generate the most waste had to have the 
most facilities in their communities? Rich people would be forced 
to reduce, reuse and recycle if they didn’t want to live in the 
presence of rotting garbage! Middle and upper class homeowners 
would put pressure on local governments to have comprehensive 
waste management plans and cleaner landfills if more of them 
lived near one.

~ Robert Bullard



Friday, June 21
1964 : murder of james chaney, andrew goodman, and michael schwerner in mississippi

 One who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as one 
who helps to perpetrate it. One who accepts evil without protesting against 
it is really cooperating with it.     

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.

Saturday, June 22

 I want to stay as close to the edge as I can without going over. Out 
on the edge you see all kinds of things you can’t see from the center. 

~ Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.

Sunday, June 23

 When we remember we are all mad, the mysteries disappear and 
life stands explained.
 ~ Mark Twain

Monday, June 24

 It is a wholesome and necessary thing for us to turn again to earth 
and in the contemplation of her beauties to know of wonder and humility. 

~ Rachel Carson

Tuesday, June 25
1876 : massacre at little big horn

 Dreams are renewable.  No matter what our age or condition, 
there are still untapped possibilities within us and new beauty waiting to 
be born.   

~ Dale Turner

Wednesday, June 26
1818 : eugene debs arrested for anti-war speech

1945 : united nations charter signed

 They are trying to send us to prison for speaking our minds. Very 
well, let them. I tell you that if it had not been for men and women who in 
the past have had the moral courage to go to prison, we would still be in 
the jungles. 

~ Eugene Debs



Thursday, June 27
Marcus and Glenda Struss Keyes

1876 : emma goldman born

1880 : helen keller born

 There is a truism that the man in the street seems always 
to forget, when he is abusing the Anarchists, or whatever party 
happens to be his bete noire for the moment, as the cause of some 
outrage just perpetrated. This indisputable fact is that homicidal 
outrages have, from time immemorial, been the reply of goaded and 
desperate classes, and goaded and desperate individuals, to wrongs 
from their fellowmen, which they felt to be intolerable. Such acts are 
the violent recoil from violence, whether aggressive or repressive; 
they are the last desperate struggle of outraged and exasperated 
human nature for breathing space and life. And their cause lies not 
in any special conviction, but in the depths of that human nature 
itself.
 The whole course of history, political and social, is strewn 
with evidence of this fact. To go no further, take the three most 
notorious examples of political parties goaded into violence during 
the last fifty years: the Mazzinians in Italy, the Fenians in Ireland, 
and the Terrorists in Russia. Were these people Anarchists? No. 
Did they all three even hold the same political opinions? No. The 
Mazzinians were Republicans, the Fenians political separatists, the 
Russians Social Democrats or Constitutionalists. But all were driven 
by desperate circumstances into this terrible form of revolt. And 
when we turn from parties to individuals who have acted in like 
manner, we stand appalled by the number of human beings goaded 
and driven by sheer desperation into conduct obviously violently 
opposed to their social instincts.

~ Emma Goldman



Friday, June 28
1969 : stonewall rebellion in new york city

 We do not believe in ourselves until someone reveals that deep 
inside us something is valuable, worth listening to, worthy of our trust, 
sacred to our touch. Once we believe in ourselves we can risk curiosity, 
wonder, spontaneous delight or any experience that reveals the human 
spirit.  

~ e.e. cummings

Saturday, June 29

 We are all native speakers of the language of life. To talk with what 
lives, we have to listen patiently and quietly for a long time. We have to 
listen in a place where we can hear, where the sounds of the living world 
are louder than the sounds of the machine world. If we have the patience 
and the silence we can begin to hear. If many of us listen, many of us will 
hear. We will learn the language of the living Earth, and it will become our 
language.

~  James Thornton

Sunday, June 30

 They want America to trust the world and are sure that the world 
will in turn trust America. Their faith is too naïve. They do not realize that 
a nation cannot afford to trust anyone if it is not willing to go to the length 
of sharing its advantages. Love which expresses itself in trust without 
expressing itself in sacrifice is futile. It is not thorough-going enough to be 
creative or redemptive. 

~ Reinhold Niebuhr

Monday, July 1
1968 : united states signs nuclear nonproliferation treaty

 Article six of the Nonproliferation Treaty placed an obligation on 
us to eliminate our nuclear weapons. It was highly idealistic. It was put on 
the shelf. We didn’t read it. Is it reasonable to believe we are in violation of 
the NPT? If a person is informed, it’s the only belief they could have.

~ Ramsey Clark



Tuesday, July 2

 We do not contend that the American people maliciously choose 
the vicious instrument of war. In a very perplexing situation, they lack 
the imagination, the religious faith, and the precedents to respond in a 
different manner. This makes it all the more urgent to build in this country 
and throughout the world a group trained in the techniques of nonviolent 
opposition to the encroachments of militarism and fascism. Until we build 
such a movement, it will be impossible to stall the war machine at home. 
When we do build such a movement, we will have found the only weapon 
which can ever give an effective answer to foreign invasion.

~ Union Theological Seminary students, 1940 

Wednesday, July 3
1835 : children strike in paterson, nj for 11 hour work day, 6 day week

 The first peace, which is the most important, is that which comes 
within the souls of people when they realize their relationship, their 
oneness with the universe and all its powers, and when they realize that 
at the center of the universe dwells the Great Spirit, and that this center is 
really everywhere, it is within each of us.  

~ Black Elk

All play and no work make…well, this crew doesn’t have to worry about that. 
Gathered for spring work day at the Peace House in Oak Ridge are Carol 
Green, Linda Ewald, Ed Best, Caroline Best, Larry Coleman, Ralph Hutchi-
son, and Ed Sullivan.



Thursday, July 4
Ron and Sigrid Dale

 

 And so, not to have any war, it is not necessary to preach 
and pray to God about peace, to persuade the English-speaking 
nations that they ought to be friendly toward one another; to 
marry princes to princesses of other nations —but to destroy what 
produces war. But what produces war is the desire for the exclusive 
good for one’s own nation —what is called patriotism. And so to 
abolish war, it is necessary to abolish patriotism, and to abolish 
patriotism, it is necessary first to become convinced that it is an 
evil, and that is hard to do. Tell people that war is bad, and they 
will laugh at you: who does not know that? Tell them that patriotism 
is bad, and the majority of people will agree with you, but with a 
small proviso: “Yes, bad patriotism is bad, but there is also another 
patriotism, the one we adhere to.” But wherein this good patriotism 
consists of no one can explain.
 If good patriotism consists in not being acquisitive, as 
many say, it is nonetheless retentive; that is, men want to retain 
what was formerly acquired, that is, by violence and murder. But 
even if patriotism is not retentive, it is restorative —the patriotism of 
the vanquished and oppressed nations, the Armenians, the Poles, 
Bohemians, Irish, and so forth. This patriotism is almost the very 
worst, because it is the most enraged and demands the greatest 
degree of violence.

~ Leo Tolstoy



Friday, July 5

 Kinship with all living beings.     
 While there is a lower class, I am in it.
 While there is a criminal element, I am of it.
 While there is a soul in prison, I am not free.     

~ Eugene Debs

Saturday, July 6

 Our abundant society is at present simply deficient in many of the 
most elementary objective opportunities and worthwhile goals that could 
make growing up possible. It is lacking in honest public speech and in 
the opportunity to be useful. It thwarts aptitude and creates stupidity.  It 
corrupts ingenuous patriotism. It corrupts the fine arts. It shackles science.  
It dampens animal ardor. It discourages the religious convictions of 
Justification and Vocation. It dims the sense that there is a Creation. It has 
no Honor. It has no Community.  

~ Paul Goodman

Sunday, July 7

 The creative process is generation and birth as well as 
transformation and rebirth. The perpetual self-renewal and the dependence 
on grace of the person who opens to create are a human parallel to the 
eternal rebirth of all that is created. 

~ Erich Neumann

Monday, July 8
1869 : kathe kollwitz born

1996 : world court rules use or threat of use of nuclear weapons violates 
international law

 By seven votes to seven, by the President’s casting vote: It follows 
from the above-mentioned requirements that the threat or use of nuclear 
weapons would generally be contrary to the rules of international law 
applicable in armed conflict, and in particular the principles and rules of  
humanitarian law.
 Unanimously: There exists an obligation to pursue in good faith 
and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in 
all its aspects under strict and effective international control.

~ The International Court of Justice



Tuesday, July 9
1936 : june jordan born

 If any of us hopes to survive, s/he must meet the extremity of the 
American female condition with immediate and political response. The 
thoroughly destructive and indefensible subjugation of the majority of 
Americans cannot continue except at the peril of the entire body politic.

~ June Jordan

Wednesday, July 10
1985 : french bomb rainbow warrior in new zealand, fernando pereira killed

 The human race is a single being Created from one jewel.
 If one member is struck, All must feel the blow.
 Only someone who cares for the pain of others
 Can truly be called human.  

~ Saadi

On Sunday, May 5, a Festival of Hope at Church of the Savior in Knoxville focused 
on the Transform Now Plowshares trial. Ann Wright, Kathy Boylan, Paul Magno and 
Beth Brockman light candles. 



Thursday, July 11
Lee Sessions

 Hurricane Katrina hit all of New Orleans, but the most 
damage occurred in poor communities and communities of 
color, which, since that city’s founding, have been located in 
the areas most prone to flooding, while the whites have owned 
homes on higher ground. White communities also had stronger 
levees.
 Since Katrina, seven billions dollars has been spent to fix 
infrastructure. In black communities, levees are anywhere from 
two to six inches taller than they were before Katrina. In white 
communities, the height of the levees has increased by as much 
as six feet.

~ Robert Bullard



Friday, July 12
1817 : henry david thoreau born

 I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front 
only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to 
teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.

~ Henry David Thoreau

Saturday, July 13
1942 : manhattan project begins

 The vision of what is and what can be that I would like to see 
broadcast by a new movement would contrast our society’s democratic 
ideology with the undemocratic, arbitrary power which private employers 
have over those who work for them. Every time an employee straightens his 
or her back and says “No” at the risk of being fired, capitalism is that much 
weaker. Every time a worker ceases to seek gratification and promotion 
from the boss, and seeks approval instead from his or fellow workers, a 
brick in the new society has been laid.        

~ Staughton Lynd
 

Sunday, July 14
1912 : happy birthday, woody guthrie!

 The books of the holy bible never say but one time just exactly 
what God is, and in those three little words it pours out a hundred million 
college educations and says, God Is Love.

~ Woody Guthrie

Monday, July 15
1994 : air force general horner calls for us abolition of nuclear weapons

 Let the power of our convictions and the corrosiveness of our 
sorrow carve hard truths in the rock.

~ Kathleen Dean Moore



Tuesday, July 16
1863 : ida b wells born

1945 : us test first atomic bomb — “trinity”

 If this work can contribute in any way arouse the conscience of the 
American people to demand for justice to every citizen, and punishment 
by law for the lawless, I shall feel I have done my race a service.

~ Ida B. Wells

Wednesday, July 17

 Stored sunlight. That’s all that fossil fuels really are. The sun 
irradiates the planet, creating a biotic mass that certain natural processes 
render into coal, petroleum, or methane-heavy natural gas. When we drive 
to the store for a quart of milk, we are burning sunlight that fell upon the 
Earth millions of years ago. Stored sunlight consumed, in the case of oil, at 
a rate of thirty billion barrels a year. 

~ Roald Amundsen

After 699 consecutive Sunday vigils at the front gate of Y12, the NNSA 
put up a fence to bar us from our gathering place. So we moved across the 
road; the space is smaller and less pleasant; the spirit is stronger and more 
determined. And the vigils continue, with an uptick in attendance.



Thursday, July 18
Seth Tuler

1918 : nelson mandela born

 

 It’s no accident that seventy-five percent of 
environmental justice leaders are women. In the mainstream 
environmental movement, corporate nonprofits with paid staff 
do much of the work. Our movement is different. We have 
small groups run by volunteers who get drafted because they 
have family members or friends who are sick, or because they 
are ill themselves. A lot of them are retired schoolteachers or 
women who were active in their church or PTA but weren’t 
active on environmental issues until they were confronted by 
injustices where they live. After they get involved, they see that 
this issue is much larger than a local landfill or incinerator.
 A lot of activism emerges from concerns about family, 
home, community, and women are more involved there. I can 
tell you from experience that if you go to a black church, the 
minister might be a man, but when it comes to who’s making 
things happen, it’s the women!

~ Robert Bullard



Friday, July 19
1979 : nicaragua overthrows somoza dictatorship

 Contradiction, not consistency, second thought, rather than 
dogmatic certitude, lie at the heart of human understanding, and all those 
who try to simplify experience usually succeed in narrowing it.  To my 
mind, life should be complex, packed with questioning, full of misdirection 
and wasted effort—a certain number of mistakes is, after all, the price for 
“living large.”      

~ Dirda

Saturday, July 20

 It is not the answers that show us the way, but the questions. 
 ~ Rainer Maria Rilke

Sunday, July 21
 
 I freed thousands of slaves, and could have freed thousands more, 
if they had known they were slaves.

~ Harriet Tubman

Monday, July 22

 Let us, all of us, do the work of seeds—learning again how to bend 
toward the light, how to put down roots, how to live as a member of a 
community of living things.

~ Kathleen Dean Moore

Tuesday, July 23

 The only thing that makes a dream impossible to achieve: the fear 
of failure.

~ Paul Coelho

Wednesday, July 24

 Every year I live I am more convinced that the waste of life lies 
in the love we have not given, the powers we have not used, the selfish 
prudence that will risk nothing, and which, shirking pain, misses happiness 
as well. 

~ Mary Cholmondeley



Thursday, July 25
Susan Gordon and Scott Kovac

1898 : us invades puerto rico

1963 : atmospheric test ban treaty signed

 Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the chance 
to draw back, always ineffectiveness. Concerning all acts of 
initiative (and creation), there is one elementary truth the 
ignorance of which kills countless ideas and splendid plans: that 
the moment one definitely commits oneself, then providence 
moves too. A whole stream of events issues from the decision, 
raising in one’s favor all manner of unforeseen incidents, 
meetings and material assistance, which no one could have 
dreamt would have come. I learned a deep respect for one of 
Goethe’s couplets:
 Whatever you can do or dream you can, begin it.
 Boldness has genius, power and magic in it!                   

~ W. H. Murray



Friday, July 26

 Let yourself be silently drawn by the stronger pull of what you 
really love.  

~ Rumi

Saturday, July 27

 Uncertainly and mystery are energies of life. Don’t let them scare 
you unduly, for they keep boredom at bay and spark creativity.

~ R. I. Fitzhenry

Sunday, July 28
1915 : us invades haiti

 Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you 
have within you the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the 
stars to change the world.

~ Harriet Tubman

Monday, July 29

 Let us do the work of books, imagining into existence new, better 
ways to live, seeking always what is lasting and beautiful.

~ Kathleen Dean Moore
 
Tuesday, July 30
1996 : china announces moratorium on nuclear weapons testing

 The small truth has words that are clear. The great truth has great 
silence.  

~ Rabindranath Tagore

Wednesday, July 31
1991 : start i treaty signed

 The highest happiness is to have probed what is knowable and 
quietly to revere what is unknowable.    

~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe



Former Attorney General Ramsey Clark, left, talks with Anabel Dwyer, Me-
gan Rice and Greg Boertje-Obed outside the federal courthouse in Knoxville, 
TN in April. Clark testified at a motions hearing on behalf of the Transform 
Now Plowshares activists, calling their action necessary and courageous, 
and declaring work at the Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex “unlawful” and “a 
criminal enterprise.”



Scenes
from the courtyard: 
Daily gatherings outside the 
front doors of the federal court-
house in Knoxville, TN marked 
the Transform Now Plowshares 
trial in May. 

Top: a public theater 
piece in Market Square 
started a march to the 
courthouse on Monday 
just before jury selec-
tion began and people 
gathered to rally at the 
entrance to the court 
complex. 

Right: On Tuesday 
morning, a cirlce formed 
for a blessing of the 
defendants. Art Laffin 
of the Dorothy Day 
Catholic Worker in 
Washington, DC offered 
the blessing to Michael 
Walli, Megan Rice, 
Greg Boertje-Obed, 
and Greg’s wife Michele 
Naar Obed. 

Left: The jury deliberated for 
two and a half hours before 
returning a guilty verdict; the 
media gathered for a press 
statement from Paul Magno 
and Ellen Barfield after the 
judge decided to hold the 
TNP three for “crimes of 
violence.”



On the way
to court:
      OREPA puppe-
tistas, with help from 
friends, presented a 
lovely and lively street 
theater performance on 
Market Square for the 
lunchtime crowd just 
before the Transform 
Now Plowshares trial 
opened in May. It was 
a celebration of possi-
bilities as the giant bomb 
was revealed to be the 
threat it is, and was then 
transformed into a new 
future. 

     The drama 
ended with drum-
ming and dancing 
in the square. Kathy 
Boylan cuts the 
concrete with Bill 
Bichsel, and Mike 
Walli spins with a 
puppetista. (left, top) 
before becoming a 
march through the 
lunchtime crowds 
and the streets of 
Knoxville to the 
federal courthouse 
(left, bottom).


