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about this booklet

This booklet grows from an intentional exploration of 
nonviolent community embarked upon by members of the Oak 

Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance. It has since expanded to 
embrace many members of our peace community.

Our intention is to use the booklet to build spiritual community. 
It is available for no charge to those who request it. Those who 

are using the book are asked to participate by contributing 
readings to it.‡ 

The common thread in these reflections is the struggle of human 
beings to improve the world. In OREPA, our struggle to end 

bomb production is part of that struggle. In these reflections, we 
join ourselves with the larger community that works to heal the 

world.

From the outset, the reflection booklet has been provided free 
of charge. If you are able to make a donation to cover the cost 
of your  booklet, it would be greatly appreciated. A gift of $20 

would cover the cost of paper, printing and mailing for one year. 
If you are unable to make a donation, please continue to accept 

the reflection booklet and use it.

Each Thursday, in addition to the reflection, you will find the 
name of a person who is using this booklet like you are. This is 
an opportunity to think a little about that person and all those 

who work for peace on her/his day. 

‡ contributions, suggestions, requests can be sent to OREPA,
P O Box 5743, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 or by e-mail to orep@earthlink.net

front cover:

The Alliance for Nuclear Accountability celebrated its 25th Anni-
versary at a meeting in Seattle, Washington; members of the local 
peace and justice community gathered there to help celebrate.



Saturday, December 1
1955 : rosa parks refuses to give up seat on montgomery bus
1969 : us holds first military draft since wwii

 What I can do, you cannot. What you can do, I cannot. 
But together we can do something beautiful for God. Yes, you must 
live life beautifully and not allow the spirit of the world that makes 
gods out of power, riches, and pleasure, make you forget that you 
have been created for greater things – to love and be loved.

~ Mother Theresa

Sunday, December 2
1942 : first sustained atomic chain reaction, chicago
1980 : three maryknoll nuns and one lay worker murdered in el salvador

       It is a great thing to do miracles, but it is a greater thing to live 
virtuously.
 ~ Thomas Aquinas

Monday, December 3

       One day builds on another. Our lives accumulate in 
increments of moments, hours, and days. Everything depends 
on this present moment and our courage to turn aside in delight, 
wonder, and gratitude.  

~ Marve & Nancy Hiles

Tuesday, December 4
1969 : chicago police murder black panthers fred hampton and mark clarke

      The gratitude that we encounter helps us believe in the 
goodness of the world, and strengthens us thereby to do what’s 
good.     

~ Albert Schweitzer

Wednesday, December 5

      Love is an adventure and a quest. It survives and develops like 
the universe itself only by perpetual discovery. 

~ Teilhard de Chardin



Thursday, December 6
Leanne Herda

1865 : thirteenth amendment to us constitution ends slavery

    

Although I have not rolled the roots
of my hair into thick brown vines, as you have,
I, too, see a part of myself reaching down to the earth,
to the muddy beginning of things.
I trace my roots to the rivermouth,
to the tree planted strong on the riverbank,
sending down roots to the riverside,
where Peter laid down his sword, and the father
of my father’s father was born.
My great-grandpa was a radical too,
gave segregation the slip. He leaned back
in the back of black churches,
eyes closed, foot tapping
to the wingbeat of struggle.

Although I have not struggled
up the side of a B-52, as you have,
or poured out a libation of blood for the many dead,
I, too, see that war and peace grow
in the same garden, their roots tangled up
underground. Once, I tried to grasp the thorny stem
of poverty and yank it out, only to find its roots laced tight
into my own small comforts.
Now I roll up my sleeves, as you do,
and begin the hard work of redemption.
As we haul water back from the riverbank, the clank
of my shovel singing out against the bucket,
I learn that the revolution requires two things:
A sturdy back,
and a song, strong enough
to put down roots.

~  Kyla Sisson



Friday, December 7

 We can no longer accept the situation in which some 
public officials and members of our communities scapegoat 
immigrants at the same time our nation benefits from their 
labor. We can no longer accept a status quo in which migrants 
are compelled to risk their own lives in order to support their 
families. We can no longer accept a reality in which migrants fill 
jobs critical to Americans and U.S. taxpayers without receiving 
appropriate wages and benefits. We can no longer tolerate the 
death of human beings in the desert.

~ James Tamayo

Saturday, December 8
enlightenment of buddha celebrated
1886 : diego rivera born

 If today’s politicians believed that the precept against 
taking human life is an objective truth and a sacred act valuable to 
humanity, murderous machines like nuclear weapons would never 
have been produced. Even if produced, they would not have been 
used in war. 

~ Nichidatsu Fujii

Sunday, December 9

       Nothing enslaves a person like debt, and nothing crushes the 
human spirit like economic hopelessness.

~ Robin Meyers

Monday, December 10
1869 : wyoming passes first women’s suffrage law
1948 : universal declaration of human rights

     The intrinsic holiness of being:  “I, the fiery life of divine 
wisdom, I ignite the beauty of the plains, I sparkle the waters, I 
burn in the sun, and the moon, and the stars.”  
 ~ Hildegard of Bingen



Tuesday, December 11

 Our future, then, is the present of new generations. 
Accordingly, the duty of present generations to build peace 
grows from a sense of solidarity and responsibility toward future 
generations. The axiom “If you want peace, prepare for war,” is 
out of tune and out-dated. It has in history caused only misery and 
pain, more harm than good. War is evil, wherever it is directed.

~ Peter Turkson

Wednesday, December 12
1870 : jospeh rainey first african american in house of representatives
1958 : maurice mccrackin sentenced to six months in prison for war tax 
resistance

 It is not the function of our government to keep the citizen 
from falling into error; it is the function of the citizen to keep the 
government from falling into error.

~ Justice Robert H. Jackson

 The hard work over, the work crew prepares for a group 
picture after a day of pouring concrete at the Great Smoky Moun-
tains Peace Pagoda in Newport, Tennessee.



Thursday, December 13
Amanda Allen

     

 In moments of confusion such as the present, we 
are not left simply to our own rational contrivances. We are 
supported by the ultimate powers of the universe as they 
make themselves present to us through the spontaneities 
within our own beings. We need only become sensitized 
to these spontaneities, not with a naïve simplicity, but 
with critical appreciation. This intimacy with our genetic 
endowment, and through this endowment with the larger 
cosmic process, is not primarily the role of the philosopher, 
priest, prophet or professor. It is the role of the shamanic 
personality, a type that is emerging once again in our society.    

~ Thomas Berry



Friday, December 14
    
 Prayer is as natural to a person as speaking, sighing and 
seeing, as natural as the palpitation of a loving heart; and actually 
that is what prayer is: a murmur, a sigh, a glance, a heartbeat of 
love.    

~ Ernesto Cardenal

Saturday, December 15
1890 : sitting bull, sioux chief, killed by us soldiers

       If we want to allow creativity its freedom, we have to allow 
our ideational lives to be let loose, to stream, letting anything 
come, initially censoring nothing. Creative life is made up of 
divine paradox. To create, one must be willing to be stone stupid, 
to sit upon a throne on top of a jackass and spill rubies from one’s 
mouth. Then the river will flow, then we can stand in the stream of 
its raining down. We can put out our skirts and shirts to catch as 
much as we can carry.

~ Clarissa Pinkola Estes

Sunday, December 16
1770 : beethoven born
1773 : boston tea party

        Do not forget that the value and interest of life is not so much 
to do conspicuous things—although we must have this ambition—
as to do ordinary things with the perception of their enormous 
value.   

~ Teilhard de Chardin

Monday, December 17

 Can we move nations and people in the direction of 
sustainability? Such a move would be a modification of society 
comparable in scale to only two other changes: the Agricultural 
Revolution of the late Neolithic and the Industrial Revolution 
of the past two centuries. Those revolutions were gradual, 
spontaneous, and largely unconscious. This one will have to be 
a fully conscious operation, guided by the best foresight that 
science can provide. If we actually do it, the undertaking will be 
absolutely unique in humanity’s stay on the Earth.  

~ William D. Ruckelshaus



Tuesday, December 18
1946 : steven biko born

 The modern economy is propelled by a frenzy of greed 
and indulges in an orgy of envy, and these are not accidental 
features but the very causes of its expansionist success. If human 
vices such as greed and envy are systematically cultivated, the 
inevitable result is nothing less than a collapse of intelligence.

~ E.F. Schumacher

Wednesday, December 19

 The future is no longer what it was thought to be, or what 
it might have been if humans had known how to use their brains 
and their opportunities more effectively. But the future can still 
become what we reasonably and realistically want.  

~ Aurelio Peccei

OREPA’s Carol Green addresses the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board hearing in Knoxville, Tennessee in October, urging 
the Safety Board to continue its work and to require NNSA to fully 
integrate safety into its plans for the $8 billion Uranium Processing 
Facility (bomb plant) proposed for Y12 in Oak Ridge. The Safety 
Board’s insistence on safety has delayed construction of the bomb 
plant and was a key factor in the recent announcement of a “space/
fit issue” — plans to start building in September were delayed when 
it was discovered that, after spending five years and more than half 
a billion dollars, the design for the UPF would not accommodate all 
the equipment it needs to hold. 



Thursday, December 20
Kim Redigan

1989 : us invades panama

 The point of offering this nexus between 
anarchism and nonviolence at this juncture is simply 
to suggest that we look for ways to support and bolster 
both paradigms since they are increasingly coming into 
contact with one another in the real world of on-the-
ground activism and organizing. Rather than repeat useful 
but by now tired mantras about respecting a “diversity of 
tactics,” we might consider instead looking to generate 
a “complementarity of tactics” in which the choices we 
make are mutually reinforcing. This is particularly true in 
an era when provocateurs and propagandists alike can 
easily exploit the tensions among movement cohorts to 
denigrate all.
 

~ Randall Amster



Friday, December 21

 When Europeans arrived in this continent, they blew it 
with the Native Americans. They plowed over them, taking as 
much as they could of their land and valuables, and respecting 
almost nothing about the native culture. They lost the indigenous 
people’s wisdom about the land and connectedness to the 
great web of life. We have another chance with all these new 
immigrants and refugees. People come here penniless but not 
cultureless. They bring us gifts. We can synthesize the best of our 
traditions with the best of theirs. We can teach and learn from 
each other to produce a better country.

~ Mary Pipher
 

Saturday, December 22
1993 : white south african parliament votes self out of existence
1998 : us okays production of bomb tritium in watts bar reactor

 With nature’s help, humankind can set into creation all 
that is necessary and life sustaining. Everything in nature, the sum 
total of heaven and of earth, becomes a temple and an altar for the 
service of God.

~ Hildegard of Bingen

Sunday, December 23
 
 What do you have that’s so precious to your own circle of 
life that you don’t have no price on it? What would it be for you? 
And what would you do to protect it? And how far would you go? 
For me, it’s a way of life. For me, it’s walking through the woods. 
For me, it’s listening to the critters when I’m out there. For me, it’s 
Appalachia.

~ Larry Gibson

Monday, December 24

      There is a quiet light that shines in every heart. It is what 
illuminates our minds to see beauty, our desire to seek possibility, 
and our hearts to love life.

~ John O’Donohue



Tuesday, December 25
birth of jesus of nazareth celebrated
1875 : jessie wallace hughan, war resisters’ league founder, born

 
 Don Juan Chavarría: Not until that moment was there 
peace on earth—when the child was born. And that’s probably 
why there was joy in heaven. That’s what the angels are singing, it 
seems to me.

 Edgard: The glory of God can’t exist in heaven until 
there is peace among people, which means justice, brotherhood, 
equality. Peace is all this. The rich often believe they give glory to 
God, but they don’t give peace and justice, and so they don’t give 
glory to God because the two things go together.

~ The Gospel in Solentiname

Wednesday, December 26

 We have learned a bit too late in the day that action 
springs not from thought but from a readiness for responsibility.
Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us 
guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act. 

~ Dietrich  Bonhoeffer

If I had a hammer: Larry and Mia were on the hammer team; 
their job was to hammer on the forms to help the concrete 
settle during a November pour at the Great Smoky Mountains 
Peace Pagoda in Newport, TN.



Thursday, December 27
Don and Jean Clark

1960 : france detonates third atomic bomb in sahara desert

 In relation to the earth, we have been autistic 
for centuries. Only now we have begun to listen with 
some attention and with a willingness to respond to the 
earth’s demands that we cease our industrial assault, 
that we abandon our inner rage against the conditions 
of our earthly existence, that we renew our human 
participation in the grand liturgy of the universe. None of 
our existing cultures can deal with this situation out of its 
own resources. We must invent, or reinvent, a sustainable 
human culture by a descent into our prerational, our 
instinctive, resources. Our cultural resources have lost 
their integrity. They cannot be trusted.

~ Thomas Berry



Friday, December 28

  We must not believe the many, who say that only free 
people ought to be educated, but we should rather believe the 
philosophers who say that only the educated are free.

~ Epictetus

Saturday, December 29
1890 : wounded knee: us soldiers murder 300 sioux women, men and children

 Hearts are not had as a gift, but hearts are earned
 By those that are not entirely beautiful.

~ William Butler Yeats

Sunday, December 30

        Nothing is too wonderful to be true. 
~ Michael Faraday

Monday, December 31
1915 : fellowship of reconciliation founded

        Ignorance more frequently begets confidence than does 
knowledge: it is those who know little who so positively assert that 
this or that problem will never be solved by science. 

~ Charles Darwin

Tuesday, January 1
1863 : abraham lincoln signs emancipation proclamation

 As a nation we began by declaring “all men are created 
equal.” We now practically read it, “all men are created equal 
except Negroes.” When the Know-Nothings get control, it will 
read “all men are created equal, except Negroes, and foreigners, 
and Catholics.” When it comes to this I should prefer emigrating 
to some country where they make no pretence of loving liberty—
to Russia, for example, where despotism can be taken pure and 
without the base alloy of hypocrisy.

~ Abraham Lincoln

Wednesday, January 2

      A completely new type of creativity is needed. This 
creativity must have as its primary concern the survival of the earth 
in its functional integrity. 

~  Thomas Berry



Thursday, January 3
Roger Knight

1993 : strategic arms reduction treaty 2 signed

      

This being human is a guest house.
Every morning a new arrival.
A joy, a depression, a meanness,
some momentary awareness comes
as an unexpected  visitor.
Welcome and entertain all!
Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows,
who violently sweep your house
empty of its furniture,
still, treat each guest honorably.
He may be clearing you out
for some new delight.
The dark thought, the shame, the malice,
meet them at the door laughing,
and invite them in.
Be grateful for whomever comes,
because each has been sent
as a guide from beyond.    

~ Jalal ad-Din Rumi
 



Friday, January 4

      One of the reasons that war never ends is that there is no end 
to our illusions about it.

~ Robin Meyers

Saturday, January 5

        Never fight evil as if it were something that arose totally 
outside of yourself.

~ Augustine

Sunday, January 6
1878 : carl sandburg born
1885 : a j muste born

      Divinity is in its omniscience and omnipotence like a wheel, 
a circle, a whole, that can neither be understood, nor divided, nor 
begun nor ended.

~ Hildegard of Bingen

Monday, January 7
1891 : zora neale hurston born

 
      A praiseworthy person is angry about the right things, at the 
right people, and in due moderation, since they are angry as they 
should be, when they should be and as long as they should be.    

~ Thomas Aquinas

Tuesday, January 8

       We are made so that we must travel alone, yet we cannot 
do so without community. No one can live our lives for us or 
carry our inner burdens, yet we can come to know ourselves only 
through our compassion for others.

~ Martin Sheen

Wednesday, January 9

     Myth—a story whose truth is too large to be contained by mere 
facts.

~ Joseph Campbell



Thursday, January 10
Carol Nickle

 The melting pot failed to function in one 
crucial area. Religions and nationalities, however 
different, generally learned to live together, even to 
grow together, in America. But color was something 
else. Reds were murdered like wild animals. Yellows 
were characterized as a peril and incarcerated en masse 
during World War II for no really good reason by our 
most liberal president. Browns have been abused as 
the new slave labor on farms. The blacks, who did not 
come here willingly, are now, more than a century after 
emancipation by Lincoln, still suffering a host of slave 
like inequalities.

~ Theodore Hesburgh



Friday, January 11
1912 : textile workers in lawrence, ma launch bread and roses strike
1952 : first british protest against nuclear weapons

  Truth doesn’t just enlighten us; it obligates us.
~ Robin Meyers

Saturday, January 12

  Our own age seems primarily to need a rejuvenation 
of supernatural forces to be effected by driving roots deeply into 
the nutritious energies of the Earth. Because it is not sufficiently 
moved by a truly human compassion, because it is not exalted by 
a sufficiently passionate admiration of the universe, our religion is 
becoming enfeebled.

~ Teilhard de Chardin

Sunday, January 13

 There is no creation that does not have radiance. Be it 
greenness or seed, blossom or beauty, it could not be creation 
without it.

~ Hildegard of Bingen

Monday, January 14
1918 : emma goldman sentenced to two years in prison for obstructing draft

 Gratefulness is the key to a happy life that we hold in our 
hands, because if we are not grateful, then no matter how much 
we have we will not be happy—because we will always want to 
have something else or something more.

~ David Steindl-Rast



Tuesday, January 15
1929 : martin luther king, jr. born

 When I was suddenly catapulted into the leadership of 
the bus protest in Montgomery, Alabama, a few years ago, I felt 
we would be supported by the white church. I felt that the white 
ministers, priests and rabbis of the South would be among our 
strongest allies. Instead, some have been outright opponents, 
refusing to understand the freedom movement and misrepresenting 
its leaders; all too many others have been more cautious than 
courageous and have remained silent behind the anesthetizing 
security of stained-glass windows.    

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.

Wednesday, January 16
1991 : george h w bush begins first gulf war 

       Providing a clear route to legal status for longtime residents 
and providing legal entry to migrants would not only help cure 
the excesses of a flawed system but ensure that our nation benefits 
from the contributions of immigrants participating as full members 
of their communities. The current law is unjust and must be 
changed.

~ Roger Mahoney

Members of the Transform Now Plowshares action, their legal team 
and supporters met in Knoxville in November to prepare for a mo-
tions hearing on November 20. From left, Kary Love, Greg Boertje-
Obed, Paul Magno and Mary Dennis Lentsch.



Thursday, January 17
Helen Lewis

1961 : dwight eisenhower’s farewell address warns against militarism

       

 Our cup of sorrow and joy, when lifted for others 
to see and celebrate, becomes a cup to life. Mostly, we’re 
willing too look back at our lives and say, “I am grateful 
for the good things that brought me to this place.” But 
when we lift our cup to life, we must dare to say, “I am 
grateful for all that has happened to me and led me to this 
moment.“ This gratitude which embraces all of our past 
is what makes our life a true gift for others, because this 
gratitude erases bitterness, resentments, regret, and revenge 
as well as all jealousies and rivalries. It transforms our past 
into a fruitful gift for the future, and makes our life, all of it, 
into a life that gives life.   

~ Henri Nouwen



Friday, January 18
2005 : 500,000 march in washington dc against iraq, afghanistan wars

 We can no longer assume that beacuse a person is “sane” 
that person is therefore in “right mind.” The whole concept of 
sanity in a society where spiritual values have lost their meaning is 
itself meaningless.

~ Thomas Merton

Saturday, January 19

 Cabin Fever: Each snowflake different, each day the same.
~ Gray Zeitz

Sunday, January 20

  “Reality” is the one word that should always appear 
in quotation marks. We never have full access to reality; our 
knowledge is always partial, in some way provisional.

~ Vladimir Nabokov

Monday, January 21
1977 : jimmy carter grants amnesty to vietnam draft resisters/evaders

      Creativity is the ability to respond to all that goes on around 
us, to choose from the hundreds of possibilities of thought, feeling, 
action and reaction and to put these together in a unique response, 
expression, or message that carries moment, passion, and 
meaning. In this sense, loss of our creative milieu means finding 
ourselves limited to only one choice, divested of, suppressing, or 
censoring feelings and thoughts, not acting, not saying, doing, or 
being. 

~ Clarissa Pinkola Estes



Tuesday, January 22
1973 : vietnam peace agreement signed

      God is “the living light and the obscured illumination,” 
appointing us to speak to rescue divinity from obscurity, to allow 
the divine to flow from human hearts so that imagination and 
creativity, forgiveness and contrition might flow again in the world.

~ Hildegard of Bingen

Wednesday, January 23

      Humans are like every other species in being able to 
reproduce beyond the carrying capacity of any finite habitat. 
Humans are like no other species in that they are capable of 
thinking about this fact and discovering its consequences. 

~ William R. Catton, Jr.

Ellen Barfield, center, makes a comment during discussions about 
pubic education and trial strategies for the Transform Now Plow-
shares activists at a November gathering in Knoxville. From left, 
Michael Walli, Megan Rice, Ellen, Erik Johnson and Bill Quigley.



Thursday, January 24
Karen Wolf

       

 “Nonviolent resistance campaigns were nearly twice 
as likely to achieve full or partial success as their violent 
counterparts.” Further, the follow-up governments were more 
likely to prove inclusive, democratic and enduring than 
regimes brought to power primarily through the gun. This 
happens because greater numbers of civilians were actively 
involved in these historic movements than the smaller, 
elite cadres associated with armed resistance. Nonviolent 
campaigns also show greater ingenuity and flexibility in 
addressing and outmaneuvering opponents, which in turn 
enables them to be more successful and diverse when they 
assume the mantle of political governance. Finally, with fewer 
deaths and less damage to a nation’s infrastructure to contend 
with, the new authorities are better prepared to embark on the 
path to political reconciliation and national reconstruction.

~ Patrick Jordan
reviewing Why Civil Resistance Works 

by Erica Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan



Friday, January 25
1851: sojourner truth addresses black women’s rights convention, akron, oh
1914 : gandhi campaign for indian nationals’ rights in south africa succeeds 

 We cannot long separate ourselves from nature without 
withering as a cut rose in a vase. One of the deceptive aspects 
of mind in humans is the illusion of being distinct from and over 
against but not a part of nature. It is but a single leap thus to regard 
nature as being so completely other than oneself that one may 
exploit it, plunder it, and rape it with impunity.

~ Howard Thurman

Saturday, January 26

 Joy is not just contagious; it is reproductive.
~ Robin Meyers

Sunday, January 27
1951 : first us nuclear test at nevada test site
1973 : vietnam war ends, us military draft ends
1999 : pope john paul ii urges opposition to death penalty

 The country is in deep trouble. We’ve forgotten that a 
rich life consists fundamentally of serving others, trying to leave 
the world a little better than you found it. We need the courage 
to question the powers that be, the courage to be impatient with 
evil and patient with people, the courage to fight for social justice. 
In many instances we will be stepping out on nothing, and just 
hoping to land on something. But that’s the struggle. To live is to 
wrestle with despair, yet never allow despair to have the last word.

~ Cornel West

Monday, January 28

 All the evidence suggests that we have consistently 
exaggerated the contributions of technological genius and 
underestimated the contributions of natural resources. We need 
something we lost in our haste to remake the world: a sense of 
limits, an awareness of the importance of earth’s resources. 

 ~ Stewart Udall



 
Tuesday, January 29
1996 : france halts nuclear testing

  As life becomes harder and more threatening, it also 
becomes richer, because the fewer expectations we have, the more 
good things of life become unexpected gifts that we accept with 
gratitude. 

~ Etty Hillesum

Wednesday, January 30
1948 : gandhi assassinated

 Nonviolence and truth are inseparable and presuppose 
one another.

~ Gandhi

OREPA coordinator Ralph Hutchison (second from left) at the 
September meeting of the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability in 
Seattle, Washington. From left, Jay Coghlan (Nuclear Watch New 
Mexico), Hutchison, Don Hancock (Southwest Research and Infor-
mation Center) and Joni Arends (Concerned Citizens for Nuclear 
Safety).



Thursday, January 31
Lew and Jeanne Patrie

1797 : franz schubert born
1915 : thomas merton born
1919 : jackie robinson born

 

 Corporate capitalists do not want free markets, they want 
dependable profits, and their surest route is to crush competition 
by controlling government. The rise of fascism across Europe 
in the 1930s offers many informative lessons on how corporate 
power can undermine a democracy. In Spain, Germany and 
Italy, industrialists allied themselves with right-wing leaders who 
used the provocation of terrorist attacks, continual wars, and 
invocations of patriotism and homeland security to tame the 
press, muzzle criticism by opponents and turn government over to 
corporate control. Those governments tapped industrial executives 
to run ministries and poured government money into corporate 
coffers with lucrative contracts to prosecute wars and build 
infrastructure. They encouraged friendly corporations to swallow 
media outlets, and they enriched the wealthiest classes, privatized 
the commons and pared down constitutional rights, creating short-
term prosperity through pollution-based profits and constant wars.

~ Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.



One Sunday in 
September…

Fool me once—

   It began like any other 
Sunday vigil, under the 
watchful eye of enhanced 
security (post 7/28). Betty 

and Larry Coleman, vigil 
leaders, explained we would 
rëenact the Transform Now 
Plowshares action. They 
began by affixing their poster 
of the “target”—the Highly 
Enriched Uranium Materials 
Facility—to a utility box, 
and the group began to 
prepare their “banners” for 
the action. Within minutes, 
security arrived in two SUVs; 
they pulled down the poster 
and declared it confiscated. 
Refusing to give their 
names, they finally said the 
poster contained classified 
information (though the 
photos were taken from the 
web). We continued with 
the skit; Lee Sessions, Mary 
Dennis Lentsch and Jack 
Hoefer strung crime scene 
tape, prayed, read from the 
Bible, poured red paint, and 
hammered on the paper 
“HEUMF” in what became a 
strangely powerful moment.
   Following the vigil, we 
filed a police report to 
recover our stolen property; 
the next day the Oak Ridge 
police called to say they 
declined to pursue the 
case—but two days later Y12 
security called to arrange the 
return of the poster.



sources
Readings contributed by Mary Dennis Lentsch, Lee Sessions, Larry 
Osborne, Leona Weiland, Rose Marie Cummins, Erik Johnson and Tom 
Egan. Robin Meyers quotes are harvested from The Underground Church: 
Reclaiming the Subversive Way of Jesus.

OREPA members 
and others from 
East Tennessee 
joined hundreds 
at the gates of Ft. 
Benning, home 
of the notori-
ous School of 
the Americas, in 
Columbus, Ga in 
November for the 
annual demonstra-
tion calling for 
the closure of the 
school.

Scenes from 
the SOA

from top: Jean Chap-
man and others 

present a tableau of 
death just outside the 
fence; a die-in before 

the funeral procession 
reminded everyone of 

the thousands dead 
at the hands of death 
squads trained at the 

SOA; OREPA’s Mary 
Dennis Lentsch joined 

with other women 
religious on the stage; 

the annual peace 
walk from Atlanta to 
Columbus concluded 
with drumming and 

chanting from the 
stage.




