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NONVIOLENT COMMUNITY

a book of readings
the oak ridge environmental peace alliance
june ~ july 2011

announcements
Sunday, July 10, 2011, OREPA will mark the anniversary of the World
Court’s ruling on nuclear weapons with a Public Reading of the judges’
opinion, from 1:30-4:30pm on the lawn in front of the University of Tennessee School of Law on Cumberland Avenue in Knoxville.
Saturday, August 6, OREPA will mark Hiroshima Day with two activities. A solemn Names and Remembrance Ceremony at the gates of the Y12
Nuclear Weapons Plant in Oak Ridge. The reading will begin at 6:00am
and will last until at least 9:00am. We welcome everyone who comes and
hope you will join us in reading names and historical accounts of the destruction of Hiroshima. At 10:30am, we will gather at Bissell Park in Oak
Ridge for a silent March for Nuclear Abolition from the park to the Y12
Nuclear Weapons Plant. More information will be available on OREPA’s
web site: www.orepa.org.
Tuesday, August 9, OREPA will mark Nagasaki Day with a Peace Lantern
Ceremony at the west end of Cherokee Park in Knoxville—music, shadow
puppets, and peace lanterns for all who will join us. The ceremony will
start at 8:00pm and will close with the launching of traditional Japanese
lanterns on the river at dusk.

Contact jailed y12 resisters
At press time, eight of those arrested last July 5 were being held in local
jails awaiting sentencing. Four others are out on supervised release; David
Corcoran’s trial was re-set for August 22.
You can write (letters only) to :
Ardeth Platte, Carol Gilbert,
Steve Baggarly, Michael Walli,
Bonnie Urfer, Jean Gump or
Jackie Hudson at

William Bichsel, IDN 1155703
Unit 2B
Knox County Sheriff ’s Detention Facility
5001 Maloneyville Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918

(Name)
Blount County Adult Detention Center
920 E Lamar Alexander Parkway
Maryville, TN 37804-5002
Visitation is limited to those on the prisoner’s visitation list.

The morning before the trial, the defendants met around the table
at the Riverside Nonviolence Community in Knoxville to discuss trial
strategy. Starting with Brad Lyttle, left foreground and continuing clockwise, you can see all or parts of Mary Dennis Lentsch, Steve
Baggarly, Jean Gump, Jackie Hudson, John LaForge (facilitating, not
a defendant this time), Carol Gilbert, Bonnie Urfer, Ardeth Platte and
Mike Walli.

Wednesday, June 1
1996 : ukraine turns nuclear arsenal over to russia

Compassion is defined in Buddhist teaching as the trembling or
quivering of the heart in response to seeing pain or suffering. Along with
love and altruism, compassion can be seen as warm-heartedness replacing
cynicism, beneficence taking the place of indifference, caring supplanting
aloofness.
~ Sharon Salzberg

Thursday, June 2
Marvin Albright

1863 : harriet tubman born
1924 : congress grants citizenship to native americans

Nonviolence denotes a set of values prizing the central
rose of dynamic, flourishing relationships. Among other things it
includes the awareness:
—that life will flourish only when all the constituent
elements interact creatively and dynamically
—that cooperative endeavor is the most empowering
strategy for life at every level
—that our skills for dialogue and negotiation need frequent
and transparent review
—that conflict in itself is not bad or destructive, but to
resolve it constructively we humans need to acquire the wisdom
and skills for conflict resolution
—that forgiveness is not just a religious disposition, but a
crucial ingredient in all evolutionary unfolding
—that warfare is a patriarchal invention that rarely achieves
a just or beneficial outcome and serves power for the sake of power
—that wanton violence tends to beget further violence,
making it increasingly difficult to halt or break the cycle of
violence.
~ Diarmuid O’Murchu

Friday, June 3
People’s dreams are made out of what they do all day. The same
way a dog that runs after rabbits will dream of rabbits. It’s what you do that
makes your soul, not the other way around.
~ Barbara Kingsolver

Saturday, June 4

1987 : new zealand declares itself a nuclear free zone
1989 : tiananmen square massacre, beijing, china

Whoever is spared personal pain must feel him(her)self called
upon to help in diminishing the pain of others. We must all carry our share
of the misery which lies upon the world.
~ Albert Schweitzer

Sunday, June 5

1958 : golden rule activists sentenced to 90 days for sailing into pacific a-bomb test site

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters
compared to what lies within us.
~ Oliver Wendell Holmes

Monday, June 6
All nations make decision based on self-interest and then defend
them in the name of morality.
~ William Sloane Coffin

Tuesday, June 7
To sin by silence when they should protest makes cowards of
human beings.
~ Abraham Lincoln

Wednesday, June 8
570 : mohammed born

We attain wisdom not by creating ideals but by learning to see
things clearly, as they are.
~ Joseph Goldstein & Jack Kornfield

Thursday, June 9
Joe Parko

The conjunction of an immense military establishment
and a large arms industry is new in the American experience.
The total influence—economic, political, even spiritual—is
felt in every city, every Statehouse, every office of the
Federal government. We recognize the imperative need for
this development. Yet we must not fail to comprehend its
grave implications. Our toil, resources and livelihood are all
involved; so is the very structure of our society.
In the councils of government, we must guard against
the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or
unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for
the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.
~ Dwight Eisenhower

Friday, June 10
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Knowledge
gives us information. Wisdom gives us light on the way. Knowledge is
skill. Wisdom is quality. Knowledge can be learned. Wisdom can only be
distilled from those places in life where knowledge is not enough to really
explain what was happening to us, or information failed to resolve what
was happening to the other.
~ Joan Chittister

Saturday, June 11
1880 : jeanette rankin born

You have to have the vision. And you have to have the deep intention
that goes with it. But you also have to have an incredible capacity for selfobservation and course correction in real time. The universe wants to help.
But you must be able to observe and listen.
~ Tara Poseley

Sunday, June 12
1982 : one million march for disarmament in new york city

Though we live in a world that dreams of ending
that always seems about to give in
something that will not acknowledge conclusion
insists that we forever begin.
~ Brendan Kennelly

Monday, June 13

1985 : aid to nicaragua’s contras protested in 150 us cities; 1,756 arrested

We must try to explain why the world of today, which is horrible,
is only one moment in a long historical development, that hope has always
been one of the dominant forces of revolutions and insurrections, and how
I still feel that hope is my conception of the future.
~ Jean-Paul Sartre

Tuesday, June 14
History says, don’t hope this side of the grave. But then, once in
a lifetime, the longed-for tidal wave of justice can rise up, and hope and
history rhyme.
~ Seamus Heaney

Wednesday, June 15
God of the generations, when we set our hands to labor, thinking
that we work alone, remind us that we carry on our lips the words of
prophets, in our veins the blood of martyrs, in our eyes the mystics’ visions,
in our hands the strength of thousands.
~ Jan Richardson

Marching against the death penalty. Members of Amnesty International at the University of Tennessee, along with OREPA members and
others from the community, marched from the Beck Center to Market
Square to call for justice for Troy Davis, currently on death row in
Georgia.

Thursday, June 16
Quessie Krell

1976 : soweto uprising, 700 students killed in south africa

Defenseless under the night
Our world in stupor lies;
Yet, dotted everywhere,
Ironic points of light
Flash out wherever the Just
Exchange their messages:
May I, composed like them
Of Eros and of dust,
Beleaguered by the same
Negation and despair,
Show an Affirming flame.
~ W.H.Auden

Friday, June 17

1925 : geneva gas protocal outlaws germ warfare

Our mortal enemy is war, war itself. Let us not argue that we must
go to war to defend selfish interests. They are not worth it. Nor let us argue
that we must go to war to defend our democratic way of life. Such a way
of life will not survive. And let us proclaim a new kind of patriotism, which
takes as its object of ultimate loyalty not the nation-state, but the human
race. (Didn’t Margaret Mead say, “We have explored the entire planet and
found only one human race?”)
~ William Sloane Coffin

Saturday, June 18
1982 : ussr renounces “first use” of nuclear weapons

Keeping nuclear weapons ready to launch on a moment’s notice
is a dangerous relic of the Cold War. Such policies increase the risk of
catastrophic accidents or miscalculations. I believe that we must address
this dangerous situation—something that President Bush promised to do
when he campaigned for president back in 2000, but did not do once in
office. I will work with Russia to end such outdated Cold War policies in
a mutual and verifiable way.
~ Barack Obama, December 2008

Sunday, June 19
juneteenth celebrates liberation of slaves

1953 : execution of julius and ethel rosenberg

According to the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, there have
been at least twenty incidents since 1956 in which false alarms (through
accident, miscalculation, miscommunication, or technical error) and direct
confrontation (narrowly averted madness) have brought us dangerously
close to a nuclear exchange which could have resulted in complete
annhilation of humanity.
~ Manuel Padilla

Monday, June 20
This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose you
consider a mighty one, the being a force of nature, rather than a feverish,
selfish clot of ailments and grievances complaining that the world will not
devote itself to making you happy.
~ George Bernard Shaw

Tuesday, June 21
1964 : murder of james chaney, andrew goodman, and michael schwerner in mississippi

I want you, each and every one of you, to have a reason to be
outraged. This is precious. When something outrages you, as Nazism did
me, that is when you become a militant, strong and engaged. You join the
movement of history, and the great current of history continues to flow
only thanks to each and every one of us. History’s direction is toward more
justice and more freedom—though not the unbridled freedom of the fox
in a henhouse. The rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948 are indeed universal. When you encounter someone who
lacks those rights, have sympathy and help him or her to achieve them.
~ Stephane Hessel

Wednesday, June 22
The days of affording guns and butter are forever gone. Two trains
are heading for a collision. The question for all of us is which do we want
to survive: high-tech warfare or social progress?
~ Bruce Gagnon

St. John’s Episcopal Church hosted lunch each day of the trial; here the
defendants gather at the table to talk about what comes next.

Thursday, June 23
Susan Gordon

Spirit of earth,
take root in me;
strength of fire,
enliven me;
power of wind,
blow through me;
blessing of rain,
fall on me.
Blessed be the ones
who dance
in the corridors of death,
who sing
in the hallways of terror,
who laugh
in the prisons of fear,
who shout
across the silencing walls,
who love
beyond the borders of hatred,
who live
to welcome home freedom,
who return
as the rising of hope.
Wisdom of blood,
flow through me;
promise of seed,
unfold in me;
endurance of story,
speak through me;
spiral of time,
remember me.
~ Jan Richardson

Friday, June 24
How we spend our days is, after all, how we spend our lives.
~ Annie Dillard

Saturday, June 25

1876 : massacre at little big horn

Community is what is happening when people are coming to life
and bringing each other to life.
~ Corita Kent

Sunday, June 26

1818 : eugene debs arrested for anti-war speech
1945 : united nations charter signed

We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the
wheels of injustice, but we are to drive a stake into the wheel itself.
~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Monday, June 27

1876 : emma goldman born
1880 : helen keller born

The United States doesn’t have to lead the world; it has first to join
it. Then, with greater humility, it can play a wiser leadership role.
~ William Slone Coffin

Tuesday, June 28

1969 : stonewall rebellion in new york city

How long will the U.S. rely on the production and sale of weapons
for sustaining its economy? Is it not a fact that to find markets for the sale of
arms the U.S. is creating war zones at a global level perpetually?
~ J. Narayana Rao

Wednesday, June 29
We must challenge the new morality which suggests that war from
a distance, using the resources of outer space and cyberspace, cannot be
measured by traditional ethical, moral or legal standards.
~ Bill Sulzman

Thursday, June 30
Tom Mahedy

The Western obsession with productivity has brought
the world to a crisis that we can escape only with a radical
break from the headlong rush for “more, always more” in the
financial realm as well as in science and technology. It is high
time that concerns for ethics, justice and sustainability prevail.
For we are threatened by the most serious dangers, which have
the power to bring the human experiment to an end by making
the planet uninhabitable.
We must realize that violence turns its back on hope.
We have to choose hope over violence—choose the hope
of nonviolence. That is the path we must learn to follow. The
oppressors no less than the oppressed have to negotiate to
remove the oppression: that is what will eliminate terrorist
violence. That is why we cannot let too much hate accumulate.
~ Stephane Hessel

Friday, July 1
1968 : united states signs nuclear nonproliferation treaty

I call upon you to draw from the depths of your being — to prove
that we are a human race, to prove that our love outweighs our need to
hate, that our compassion is more compelling than our need to blame.
~ Elizabeth Taylor

Saturday, July 2
When the people of the world move together in solidarity to speak
out against costly war and in favor of the future generations, I believe
we become an unstoppable force. We should remember that we are not
working alone. When we build a unified peace and justice movement
globally, all kinds of things become possible.
~ Bruce Gagnon

Sunday, July 3
1835 : children strike in paterson, nj for 11 hour work day, 6 day week

Building the movements we need requires a redirection of our
resources away from centers of corporate, political, and military power
down to where the rest of us live, starting over again in the long hard task
of building movements than can give us power and voice. And it requires a
vision of a better future conjoined with an understanding of how cause and
effect works in society today that demonstrates why the disparate problems
and injustices people are working to eliminate have common causes.
~ Andrew Lichterman

Monday, July 4
Hardly anyone in the world believes territorial discrimination to
be as evil as racial or religious discrimination. But it is. Nationalism, at
the expense of another nation, is just as wicked as racism at the expense
of another race. In other words, good patriots are not nationalists. A
nationalist is a bad patriot.
~ William Sloane Coffin

Tuesday, July 5
When we undermine our ability to imagine how other people
might experience the world, and, therefore, what others might be feeling,
we increase the likelihood of oppressive behavior.
~ Robert Jensen

Wednesday, July 6
Look at the world around you. It may seem like an immovable,
implacable place. It is not. With the slightest push—in just the right
place—it can be tipped.
~ Malcolm Gladwell

Outside the courthouse, May 9, from left: Mike Walli, Mary Dennis Lentsch,
Carol Gilbert, Ardeth Platte, Steve Baggarly, Beth Rosdatter, Jean Gump, Jackie
Hudson, Brad Lyttle, Dennis DuVall and Bonnie Urfer. Bill Bichsel was already in
custody; David Corcoran’s trial was moved to August 22 due to illness.

Thursday, July 7
Scott Kovac

It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief
that human history is shaped. Each time a person stands up for
an idea, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against
injustice, a tiny ripple of hope is sent out, and crossing each
other from a million different centers of energy and daring, those
ripples build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls
of oppression and resistance.
~ Robert Kennedy

Friday, July 8
1869 : kathe kollwitz born
1996 : world court rules use or threat of use of nuclear weapons violates
international law

We are gifted at finding ways of convincing ourselves of the
irrefutable truth of what we want to believe. Those of us actively engaged
with movements for social justice has a responsibility to resist that.
~ Robert Jensen

Saturday, July 9

1936 : june jordan born

Follow effective action with quiet reflection. From quiet reflection
will come even more effective action.
~ Peter Drucker

Sunday, July 10
1985 : french bomb rainbow warrior in new zealand, fernando pereira killed

The value of life lies not in the length of days but in the use we
make of them. Whether you find satisfaction in life depends not on your
take of days, but on your will.
~ Michel Eyquem de Montaigne

Monday, July 11
The global corporate oligarchy is banking on a return to
feudalism—the corporate variety. Our strength is in our numbers and
our common bond. We must internationalize our resistance to militarism
and corporate domination, and one of the key strategic points for our
organizing must be our efforts locally to connect the dots between
economic crisis and endless war.
~ Bruce Gagnon

Tuesday, July 12
1817 : henry david thoreau born

The most difficult thing to do will be to challenge the notion that
warriors of all stripes are true heroes. If the war they are fighting is unjust,
they are not heroes. If they never get blood on their hands while they cause
death and destruction halfway around the world, they are not heroes. If
they are cogs in a military machine which robs the poor of the world, they
are not heroes. If they choose to act in secrecy, they are not heroes.
~ Bill Sulzman

Wednesday, July 13
1942 : manhattan project begins

We each contain an enduring spark of that Wisdom at the heart of
all creation. Isolated and unsupported, it is but a small spark. United with
others, those sparks grow into a flame of illumination and strength for us
all.
~ Charles Garfield

The judge’s order limiting the testimony defendants were allowed to present—no mention of religion, faith or morality, no discussion of nuclear
weapons or nuclear policy—led to this demonstration outside the courthouse; Ardeth Platte, Mary Dennis Lentsch and Carol Gilbert stand mute
before Lady Justice.

1912 : happy birthday, woody guthrie!

Thursday, July 14
Bonnie Luternow

The blue green earth, with its shining cyclonic clouds,
shimmering oceans, emerald forests, golden deserts, and dazzling
white polar ice caps is, as many have recognized, the one great
icon of our time. It is our gretest symbol of good, as the mushroom
cloud is our greatest symbol of evil. The earth is a bearer, perhaps
the only bearer, of life’s flame, a glimmering droplet in a vast
and lethal emptiness. If there is anything in all the universe
worth caring about, anything worth struggling for, it is this, our
shimmering home. The leap into space has given us the perspective
from which to see that.
~ John Nolt

Friday, July 15
1994 : air force general horner calls for us abolition of nuclear weapons

When bonds are created under conditions of mutual respect and
shared power, our freedom is deepened by such interdependence.
~ Robert Jensen

Saturday, July 16

1863 : ida b wells born
1945 : us test first atomic bomb — “trinity”

So hope for a great sea-change
on the far side of revenge.
Believe that a further shore is
reachable from here,
believe in miracles and cures
and healing wells.
~ Seamus Heaney

Sunday, July 17
In the end, I wonder if one of the most important steps on our
journey is the one in which we throw away the map. In jettisoning the grids
and brambles of our own preconceptions, perhaps we are better able to
find the real secrets of each place.
~ Loreena McKennitt

Monday, July 18

1918 : nelson mandela born

There is an ancient tradition that when Divine Revelation comes
into the world, only one part is given as prophetic writings. The words
are only a part of the message. The other part is placed within nature, the
wisdoms inherent in the Creation. Only when we understand those hidden
wisdoms will we be able to read between the prophetic lines and fully
understand the message.
~ Gerald Schroeder

Tuesday, July 19

1979 : nicaragua overthrows somoza dictatorship

Wisdom is an attribute of the soul and unfolds naturally as the soul
manifests through the personality. Knowledge can be taught; wisdom is
living understanding or knowledge illumined by love.
~ Benjamin Creme

Wednesday, July 20
Let us dare to see that the survival unit in our time is no longer an
individual nation or an individual anything. The survival unit in our time
and henceforth is the whole human race and its environment.
~ William Sloane Coffin

Day One of the Y12 Resisters’ trial began with a procession through downtown
Knoxville to the federal courthouse.

Thursday, July 21
Beth Degutis

We have given our time many names: the nuclear age, the
electronic age, the space age, the age of information, the age of
anxiety, the postmodern era. But these are likely not to be the names
most remembered by future generations. Walk or bike a typical
commuter route into any American city and you will pass for miles
through what was, for eons, fragrant forest or shimmering grassland
and now is a desert of asphalt, steel and gaudy plastic, laden with
toxins.
This is happening everywhere on earth. If we can sustain
our perspective long enough to compare this process of destruction
(euphemistically termed “development”) to the slow, patient evolution
of myriad forms of life before and the global tragedies now unfolding
and yet to come, we may get some sense of how the future will view
us: not for the most part as the ingenious inventors of computers,
spacecraft or biotechnological miracles, not as the great global culture
of post modernism, nor as the purveyors of a high civilization of
wealth and power, but as the people who, for the sake of comfort
and greed, killed more than anyone else of what made this planet
habitable, beautiful and, for those with eyes to see it, sacred. It is no
exaggeration to refer to our era as the Age of Destruction.
~ John Nolt

Friday, July 22
If we knew the unwritten story of our past, especially the
prehistoric past, its fascination would cut the history of kings and queens,
wars and parliaments, down to proper size.
~ John McLeish

Saturday, July 23
We are not saying we know where the cradle of humanity is, but
the cradle is much larger than we thought.
~ Michel Brunet

Sunday, July 24
In spiritual maturity, the opposite of injustice is not justice, but
compassion. Not me against you, not me straightening out the present ill,
fighting to gain a just result for myself and others, but compassion, a life
that goes against nothing and fulfills everything.
~ Charlotte Joko Beck

Monday, July 25

1898 : us invades puerto rico
1963 : atmospheric test ban treaty signed

Looking out on a clean plank of planet earth, we can get shaken
right down to the bone by the bronze-eyed possibility of lives that are not
our own.
~ Barbara Kingsolver

Tuesday, July 26
The learning process is something you can incite, literally incite,
like a riot.
~ Audre Lorde

Wednesday, July 27
We are born of other lives; we possess the capacities to bring
still other lives into existence. Nature compels us to recognize the fact of
mutual dependence, each life necessarily helping the other lives which are
linked to it.
Albert Schweitzer

1915 : us invades haiti

Thursday, July 28
Mary Wuller

Living nonviolently does not mean merely doing no
harm. It means resisting harms that we have power to prevent.
To retreat from the world, to find a physically or spiritually
isolated place and dwell there, oblivious to the destruction
outside, is to betray the source of one’s life.
Everyone needs a place of refuge, but hope withers if
we do not carry it out from that place. To act upon the world
we need to know the world, and to know the world we need,
among other things, to practice the art of critical thinking.
~ John Nolt

IT was a full house at the Celebration of Hope-filled Resistance the night
before the Y12 Resisters went to trial.

Friday, July 29
We must have a strong enough sense of out own humanity to
recognize the humanity of others.
~ Robert Jensen

Saturday, July 30

1996 : china announces moratorium on nuclear weapons testing

Violent dominion can not govern those who refuse to honor its
idols.
~ John Howard Yoder

Sunday, July 31

1991 : start i treaty signed

Several years ago, I read that elementary particles were ‘bundles
of potentiality.’ I began to think of us all this way, for surely we are as
indefinable, unanalysable, and bundled with potential as anything in the
universe. None of us exists independent of our relationships with others.
~ Margaret J. Wheatley

front cover:
Thirteen candle flames represent the spiritual light shed by the thirteen resisters who
crossed the line at Y12 on July 5, 2010. The candles were lit at the Celebration of HopeFilled Resistance on the eve of the federal trial for 12 of the defendants in Knoxville,
Tennessee. The celebration was held May 8 at Church of the Savior (UCC) in Knoxville.

About this booklet
This booklet grows from an intentional exploration of
nonviolent community embarked upon by members
of the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance. It has
since expanded to embrace many members of our peace
community.
Our intention is to use the booklet to build spiritual
community. Those who are using the book are asked to
participate by contributing readings to it.‡
The common thread in these reflections is the struggle of
human beings to improve the world. In OREPA, our struggle
to end bomb production is part of that struggle. In these
reflections, we join ourselves with the larger community that
works to heal the world.
The reflection booklet has been provided free of charge to all
who request it. We welcome donations—$18 would cover
the cost of paper, printing and mailing for one year—but they
aren’t required.
Each Thursday you will find the name of a member of the
community who is using this booklet. This is an opportunity
to think a little about that person and all those who work for
peace on her/his day.

sources
Readings for this reflection booklet were contributed by Lee Sessions, Tom
Egan, Jack Hoefer and Mary Dennis Lentsch; readings from John Nolt are
taken from Down to Earth: Toward a Philosophy of Nonviolent Living.

Scenes from the April Action at the Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex in Oak Ridge, TN.
Clockwise from top left: The puppet show ended with everyone dancing; Young
people attach their banner to the Y12 sign; the audience listens to The Emancipators;
marching to the bomb plant through Oak Ridge; the peace pilgrimage arrives in Oak
Ridge after an eight-day trek from Asheville, NC.

