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GROWS

In an early morning action, peace activists from Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, 
the United Kingdom and the United States block an entrance to the Büchel Air Base, 
where 20 US B61 nuclear bombs are deployed.



t was a busy summer for nuclear abolitionists. In 
mid-June, delegates and non-governmental organi-
zations convened at the United Nations to negotiate 
the terms of a Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons, the first-ever attempt to actually declare 
nuclear weapons illegal.
 On July 7, the Treaty was put to a vote. One 
hundred twenty-three nations were represented 
when the vote was called: one hundred twenty-two 
voted to affirm the Treaty, and history was made.
 As important as the Treaty vote was, it is also 
important to note who did not participate: the nine 
states the currently possess nuclear weapons boycot-
ted the Treaty negotiations and the vote. They also 
leaned on their allies, countries that fall under the 
“umbrella” of the nuclear-armed states. So NATO 
nations, with one exception, did not participate in 
the Treaty process or the vote.
 That one exception was The Netherlands. The 
Dutch people compelled their government to par-
ticipate in the Treaty process. When the time came 
to vote, though, the Dutch delegation fell in step 
with the United States and recorded the lone NO 
vote for the Treaty.
 What’s next for the Treaty? The next step was 
the opening of the Treaty for signature; that hap-
pened at the UN on September 20. Under the terms 
of the Treaty, it will take 50 votes, and the ratifica-
tion of 50 countries, for the Treaty to enter into 
force. Fifty states and the Vatican signed the Treaty 
the first day; three states added their ratification. 
Other signers will begin that process; the general 
consensus is the Treaty will achieve 50 ratifying 
votes sometime in 2018.
 When that happens, the Treaty becomes law, 
and the pressure on nuclear weapons states to com-
ply will grow. There are already efforts in the United 
States to brush off the imperatives embedded in the 
Treaty. But withstanding the demands of the Treaty 
may not be so easy in Europe, where US nuclear 
weapons are deployed on bases in five countries.

MAKING GLOBAL CONNECTIONS
 Even as the vote on the Ban Treaty was being 
taken in the UN, a delegation of activists from the 
United States was on its way to Germany, to a peace 

encampment outside the Büchel Air Base where 
twenty US B-61 bombs are deployed, ready at a 
moments notice to be loaded onto German Tornado 
jets to be delivered to targets in Russia.
 Two OREPA members joined the delegation: 
coordinator Ralph Hutchison and OREPA Board 
member Carmella Cole. We were invited by the 
German anti-nuclear movement, atomwaffenfrie, to 
discuss the role of the Y-12 complex in the refur-
bishment of the B61 bomb.
 We were joined at Büchel by anti-nuclear cam-
paigners from Germany, The Netherlands, England 
and Belgium, along with a delegation of youth peace 
workers from Russia, Mexico, and China.
 Over the course of four days, we carried out 
four successful actions and enjoyed a mass meeting/
concert where the US delegation addressed the au-
dience. OREPA’s 
coordinator, 
Ralph, talked 
about the his-
tory and current 
activities at Y-12 
and Carmella 
followed up by 
talking about 
the future, and 
our determina-
tion to stop 
the UPF bomb 
plant from be-
ing built.
 On Sunday, 
after a brief re-
ligious service, 
two “go-in” 
actions were 
launched. The 
Dutch delega-
tion took loaves 
of bread, plan-
ning to symbolically replace the bombs in a Bread 
not Bombs action. The US delegation took copies of 
the Ban Treaty to read to the base commander.
 When they reached the heavy metal gate that 

The whole world is watching—and acting!

OREPA’s Carmella Cole, assisted by 
Heike, our translator, talks to the 
crowd in Büchel Germany about 
plans to stop the UPF bomb plant 
in Oak Ridge.
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blocked their way, the first to arrrive, Sjors, reached 
out to ring the buzzer and request access. At the 
same time, Suzanne reached past him and turned 
the door handle—to their amazement, the door 
opened and they walked in. 
 While the Dutch completed their bread not 
bombs mission, placing loaves on the top of wings 
of the jets, John LaForge and Susan Crane took the 
US flag down from the flagpole. Other members 
of the US delegation read the Ban Treaty. The base 
commander, they were told, was not available. After 
about an hour, the demonstrators were escorted off 
the base premises.
 The next morning, Monday, was blockade 
morning. In the early, chilly hours, three gates were 
blocked by demonstrators. Local police forces were 
bolstered by dozens of police from surrounding 
communities. The US and part of the Dutch delega-
tion blocked a road leading to the main entrance to 
the base.
 After occupying the road for twenty minutes, 
the US delegation was approached by the police 
office in charge. He asked what they wanted. “We 
want to meet with the base commander,” they said, 
“We were told yesterday that he would be here 
today. We intend to stay until he comes.”
 “He is on his way,” said the officer. Marion 
Küpker, our German host, was incredulous. “This 
has never happened before,” she said. But moments 
later the base commander, Oberstleutnant Gregor 
Schlemmer, strode down the road and approached 
the US delegation. Ardeth Platte and Carol Gilbert 
of Jonah House in Baltimore, MD, presented him 
with a copy of the Ban Treaty.
 After the commander accepted the Treaty, the 
US blockaders moved to the roundabout to main-
tain a vigil. The police officer then approached the 
Dutch delegation who still occupied the road. “We 
met your demands,” he said, “so you have to leave.” 
The Dutch said, “You made an agreement with the 
Americans. We’re the Dutch.” And they stayed in 
the street for another forty-five minutes.
 Throughout the week, US delegates, includ-
ing Steve Baggarly, Bonnie Urfer, Kathy Boylan and 
Leona Morgan, maintained morning and afternoon 
vigils at the base greeting workers and soldiers as 
they arrived and departed.
 The final action was the most daring. After 
nightfall on Tuesday evening, Steve, Bonnie, John 
and Susan, joined by Gerd Buentzly of Germany, 
made their way through a cornfield to the perimeter 
fence. They cut the fence and entered the base and 
made their way to the large earth-covered bunkers 
that were believed to hold the B61 nuclear bombs. 
They cut two fences and climbed to the top of the 
bunker and took up residence. After an hour, it was 
clear they had not been noticed by base security.
 LaForge and Baggarly decided to deliver a 
message; they climbed down from the bunker and 
began to use their wire cutters to scratch “DISARM 

NOW” into the metal 
doors in the front of the 
bunker. As they worked, 
they heard the security 
cameras moving. Within 
minutes, security arrived. 
LaForge and Baggarly 
clambered back up to join 
their colleagues.
 And wait. For nearly 
twenty minutes they sat 
and watched the soldiers 
below them conduct a 
comprehensive search of 
the bunkers at ground 
level. Finally they decided 
to disclose themselves in 
a non-threatening way 
and began to softly sing. 
The guards summoned 
them and took them into 
custody.
 A statement re-
leased by the activists 
made clear their action 
was in opposition to the 
continued deployment 
of B61 bombs at Büchel. 
“Everyone’s children and 
everyone’s grandchildren 
have a right to a future 
free of nuclear weapons,” 
said the statement in 
English and German. 
“All of creation calls us to 
life, to disarmament, to a 
world of justice—for the 
poor, the Earth, and the 
children.”
 The activists were held for another two hours, until investigators and base 
commanded Schlemmer had a chance to meet with and lecture them, and then 
they were escorted from the base and delivered into the hands of their support-
ers. The US activists were not charged; it was not clear whether Gerd would face 
charges later or not.
 “We didn’t now what to expect,” OREPA coordinator Hutchison said after 
the trip. “But we should have known. We discovered that we are part of an 
amazing international movement working to abolish nuclear weapons. They 
are deeply concerned about what we do in this country; they were glad to hear 
about the work we do to stop bomb production in Oak Ridge.”
 While in Germany, we were also introduced to the Yellow X by Friedrich 
and Onno, activists from the North Sea region. The Yellow X is a simple symbol 
that stands for “Nix da!” or “Not here.” We should expand this symbol, Fried-
rich said, “so that the message encompasses the new Ban Treaty.”
 We came home determined to do just that, starting with our Hiroshima 
Day action in Oak Ridge. Over the next months, OREPA will be encouraging 
everyone who opposes nuclear weapons to use the Yellow X to make their op-
position public. 
 You can create your own Yellow X—simply make a plus sign and rotate it 
45°. And when someone asks, the message is simple: Nuclear weapons are il-
legal.

from top: Greeting morning traffic into the Büchel Air 
Base; Gathered for a song on the base during a “go-in” 
action; A moment of levity during a planning session; 
Kathy Boylan, Carmella Cole, Ardeth Platte and Steve 
Baggarly.



wo months after OREPA, Nuclear Watch New 
Mexico and the Natural Resources Defense Council 
filed a lawsuit in federal court in Washington, DC, 
challenging the Uranium Processing Facility bomb 
plant, the government has responded—by asking 
for the case to be moved to East Tennessee where 
they think they might stand a better chance with a 
more sympathetic judge.
 The move, not unexpected, which will be vig-
orously opposed by our legal team, is the first sign 
of the government’s discomfort. Their second move 
was to inform our legal team that they needed more 
time to file their response.

BACKGROUND
 What is the government afraid of? The suit 
we filed on July 20 challenged the adequacy of the 
NNSA’s 2011 Environmental Impact Statement and 

the 2016 Amended Record of Decision on the 
grounds that changes in the UPF plans, primar-
ily the decision to use two deteriorating build-
ings that fail to meet current environmental and 
seismic standards and will not be brought up to 
code, were not contemplated or analyzed in the 
old EIS.
 We also are challenging the govern-
ment’s complete refusal to engage the public 
or provide for comment, a key piece of the 
National Environmental Policy Act, even as 
they threw their first plan out the window, 

developed a second plan, scrapped it, and created a 
third plan. 
 You can read details of the lawsuit and find a 
link to the whole complaint at OREPA’s web site, 
www.orepa.org.

MEETING THE FINANCIAL CHALLENGE
 In our June newsletter we previewed the filing 
of the suit and made an appeal for funds to pay the 
legal team. At the same time, we launched a crowd-
funding effort on our website.
 The response has been amazing. To date, 
donors have given $52,700 to the Defining Mo-
ment Legal Fund. We are optimistic that the fund 
will cover most of the fees and expenses for the 

basic lawsuit and the standard motions from the 
government. If unforeseen motions are made, or if 
we receive an adverse ruling and think an appeal is 
warranted, we will need additional funds.
 We owe a special thank you to everyone who 
has contributed to the case so far, especially to 
donors who offered matching challenge gifts. Every 
time, donors met the challenge.

MEANWHILE
 In early September, the Government Account-
ability Office released a long-awaited review of the 
UPF project. Among the many items included in 
their critique, three jumped out.
 First, the GAO noted that while NNSA has im-
posed a $6.5 billion “cap” on the UPF Project, other 
work that was part of the original UPF Project, now 
taken off those books, is likely to cost close to a bil-
lion dollars.
 Second, the GAO noted that NNSA has yet 
to complete a full scope of work or to establish a 
schedule or realistic funding baseline for the mod-
ernization of Y12.
 Third, the GAO completely backed up a key 
piece of our legal challenge with its findings on 
Building 9215, one of the two old buildings NNSA 
now intends to use for twenty more years. GAO 
noted that NNSA has been unable to provide a 
scope of work for addressing safety issues in the 
building because it has not completed seismic or 
structural assessments. 
 How then, you might wonder, did NNSA 
determine they did not need to do further analysis 
of possible environmental impacts if they have not 
even assessed the status of the buildings? Good 
question. We hope the judge in our lawsuit is as 
curious as you are.
 GAO also confirmed that while NNSA plans 
to do some work in the older buildings to address 
safety concerns, they admit the buildings will not 
meet modern safety standards.
 You can read a more thorough review of the 
GAO report and find a link to the report itself on 
OREPA’s web site.

Lawsuit challenges UPF plans
   GAO report backs up claims

T



 The Oak Ridge Y-12 Nuclear Weapons Complex is a 
huge facility wrapped tightly in numerous fences, guarded 
by a force of hundreds that costs millions of dollars a year. 
It is virtually impregnable, among the most secure facilities 
in the country. Security personnel fear no assault, attack, 
invasion or incursion.
 In fact, they fear nothing. Except the Yellow X.
 On Saturday, August 5, 2017, OREPA members 
marched from Bissell Park in Oak Ridge to the Y-12 com-
plex. When we arrived, we affixed dozens and dozens of 
Yellow Xes to the fence. Each X carried a simple message: 
nuclear weapons are illegal.
 The message derived from the vote in the United Na-
tions on July 7, when 122 nations of the world approved 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

remembering hiroshima and nagasaki

The Yellow X: Nuclear Weapons are Illegal

 After hanging our Yellow Xes, we retreated to the 
other side of the street, sang a song, and began to disband. 
 Immediately the security forces of Y-12 swept in to re-
move the threat of the Yellow X. Wearing blue latex gloves, 
they tore the Xes from the fence and crammed them into 
trash bags, as though removing them could somehow wipe 
away the truth of the Ban Treaty.
 Within five minutes, their job was done and they 
drove off. 
 But the truth would not be dismissed so easily. One 
Yellow X remained, in full view, on the fencerail.

counter-clockwise from top left: The march to the Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex concludes with the tying of the Yellow X to the fenceline. 
Folks came from far and near, including the Appalachian Peace Education Center; The fenceline displayed a clear message;  The Yellow X is a 
simple symbol declaring that nuclear weapons are illegal. Y12 security found the Yellow X too threatening and swooped in to remove them. 
One X survives the purge—they just missed it! Jessika lays claim to a future free of nuclear weapons. A simple symbol with a clear message.

continued



 The Yellow X demonstration was only one part of a series of activi-
ties marking the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by US atomic 
bombs in 1945.
 Before we marched to Y-12, we heard music by the Emancipators, 
heard updates on Y-12 activities from OREPA’s coordinator, celebrated 
the conclusion of the 2017 Peace Pilgrimage from Asheville, NC to Oak 
Ridge, TN, and enjoyed a remarkable skit performed by the Catalystica 
Players.
 The next day, August 6, we gathered again, before dawn, at the main 
entrance to the Y-12 complex for our annual Names and Remembrance 
Ceremony. For three hours, names of Hiroshima victims and firsthand 
reports of survivors were read aloud, each reading marked by the tolling 
of a bell and the tying of a peace crane on the fence. The Declaration of 
Peace issued by the Mayor of Hiroshima was read aloud.
 At 8:15 the reading abruptly stopped, marking the time of the Hiro-
shima bomb. The silence stretched a small eternity and concluded with 
drumming and chanting led by the Buddhists of Nipponzan Myohoji.
 The following Wednesday, August 9, it was time to remember Naga-
saki. We gathered in the park in Knoxville for a ceremony that included 
traditional Japanese shadow puppets telling the story of Nagasaki and 
concluded with the launching of a hundred peace lanterns in the Tennes-
see River.
 Throughout the activities, we echoed the call of the dwindling com-
munity of survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki blasts—the hibaku-
sha—who have devoted their lives to working to eliminate the threat of 
nuclear weapons by eliminating the weapons themselves.

Left, from top: The Peace 
Pilgrimage approaches 
Oak Ridge on August 
5 after walking from 
Asheville, NC • At Bissell 
Park, the walkers are rec-
ognized by OREPA with 
a plaque • The Emancipa-
tors played at Bissell Park 
for the August 5 peace 
rally • And the Catalys-
tica players entertained 
everyone with a skit • 
Marching from Bissell 
Park to the Y-12 Nuclear 
Weapons Complex.

Right, from top: One 
hundred peace lanterns 
don’t make themselves! 
On the front porch at 
the Riverside Catholic 
Worker, young peace 
activists decorate peace 
lanterns. • Inside, the 
assembly team com-
pletes the lanterns • On 
August 9, remembering 
Nagasaki, all ages gather 
at Sequoia Hills Park in 
Knoxville for the Peace 
Lantern ceremony.



 What a delightful surprise when 
our long time colleagues at the Appalachian Peace 
Education Center informed us that they had sched-
uled a jazz concert to help raise funds for OREPA’s 
legal challenge to the UPF bomb plant at Barbara 
Kingsolver’s Harvest Table Farm in Meadowview, 
Virginia!
 It turned out to be a glorious late-September af-
ternoon and evening, and the farm provided a perfect 
setting for the whole event. The music was grand, the 
food was great, the company was even better. 
 As if that weren’t enough, guests were treated to 
a guided tour of the amazing Harvest Table Farm that 
served as the setting for Kingsolver’s book Animal, 
Vegetable, Miracle. The farm produces vegatables, 
greens, herbs and other edibles for the Harvest Table 
Restaurant in Meadowview. Farm manager Jason von 
Kundra explained the rotation of crops, the mechan-
ics of natural pest control and disease suppression, and the schedule of planting that, supplemented by foods from other local growers, 
keeps the restaurant supplied.
 And at the end of the day, APEC presented OREPA with more than $900 in donations!  A special thanks to Buckey Boone, Linda 
Modica, Peggy and John Cowan and all the others who worked so hard to make the day a success.

Thanks, APEC!

APEC joins in OREPA legal fundraising effort

Sunday, August 6, OREPA marked Hiroshima Day with a 6:00am pre-dawn gathering at the Y12 Nuclear 
Weapons Complex, where the uranium for the Little Boy bomb was enriched, for our annual Names and Remembrance cer-
emony. Names of victims, recollections of survivors, and pieces of the historical record were read. A bell was tolled and a peace 
crane tied to the fence for each name. Clockwise, from top left; Jim Sessions reads from the book of names; Ken Jones reading; 
at 8:15, the reading stops and all gather to stand witness to the moment of Hiroshima’s destruction, facing the Y12 entrance ; 
Judy Flerl ties a crane to the fence. The Names and Remembrance ceremony concluded at 9:00am.

Remembering Hiroshima in Oak Ridge



Q. Your concerns were initially 
about safety in Oak Ridge, but over the 
years, you have come to look at things with 
a wider lens, and now you believe other 
agencies will have to change how they do 
business in order for our safety culture to 
do what it is supposed to do. Can you talk 
about that?

JC: In  federal agencies, the “merit princi-
ples” are the statutory bedrock for regulating 
the management culture. People are sup-
posed to be demoted or fired based on “lack 
of merit” and not things such as reprisal for 
whistleblowing. 
 The statutory framework for the 
regulation of management culture in federal 
agencies is a 3-legged stool. One leg is the 
agency head, responsible to prevent viola-
tions of the prohibited personnel practices 
(PPPs) in their agency. The second leg is the 
US Office of Special Counsel (OSC), a small, 
obscure federal agency that 
has the huge responsibility 
to protect federal employees 
from violations of the PPPs. 
The third leg is the US 
Merit Systems Protection 
Board (MSPB), another 
small, obscure agency, 
with the responsibility to 
monitor agency heads and 
OSC to assure that federal 
employees are adequately 
protected from violations of 
the PPPs.
 And then there’s the 
President, who has the 
statutory responsibility to “take any action 
necessary” to ensure federal agencies em-
body the merit principles.
 Sound complex? Like a lot of fumbles 
could occur with multiple independent 
agencies with complimentary responsibili-
ties to make sure American workers’ health, 
safety, security and welfare and protected, 
and they can do their jobs without fear or 
favor, ethically and competently?
 If so, you’re beginning to understand 
why DOE cannot, by itself, fix itself – not 
if other agencies, like OSC and MSPB, are 

failing to do their job, to regulate the man-
agement culture in DOE. 
  
Q. How has the Government responded to 
your concerns?

 JC:  Government attorneys have done their 
utmost, per their understanding of their 
ethical duty to protect their clients, and 
rather successfully to this point, to prevent 
any objective resolution of my concerns. 
 Why? Because they know my concerns 
are well-evidenced. So their objective is 
to delay and deny any objective resolu-
tion, which could find their “clients”—the 
agencies responsible to protect American 
health, safety, security, and welfare,—in the 
wrong. Think of the attorneys who defended 
the Catholic Church for decades from any 
resolution of claims of widespread sexual 
abuse of minors. Same reasoning here. 
 

Q: What compels you to con-
tinue?

 JC: I am not optimistic that 
those born in 2017 get to die 
natural deaths, not given pres-
ent facts and trends on planet 
earth and its unprecedented 
global civilization. 
 Is it certain?  No, there is 
a chance that humanity could 
experience a golden age of in-
definite duration. The common-
wealth of God Christ espoused 
is still possible.  But it will not 
happen unless enough people 
like me—vocationally privileged 

to be a licensed members of  recognized 
secular professions such as engineering—are 
willing to risk professional standing and eco-
nomic security to stop the suicide machine 
by adopting a “not through me” resoluteness 
and accepting the suffering that will follow if 
they put professional duty to others ahead of 
themselves.   
 
Q. What would you say to a skeptic?

 JC: I have a skeptical, questioning attitude 
and appreciate it in others. I welcome devil’s 

advocate questions. But the legal fact is that 
I have “prevailed” in numerous whistleblow-
er reprisal cases against DOE between 1994 
and 2001. After 9/11, I realized that as long 
as OSC and MSPB continued in their law-
breaking ways, I was wasting my time trying 
to correct DOE from things it just cannot 
correct unless OSC and MSPB law-breaking 
are exposed and stopped. So since then, that 
has been my focus. Absolutely no one is now 
saying my claims of their law-breaking, in-
volving a dozen specific civil service statutes, 
is not well-evidenced. But their attorneys 
keep preventing an objective resolution. And 
there is not enough pressure on Congress to 
compel a resolution. 
  I would also say that my suffering, sac-
rificing and exerting played a positive role in 
the passage of the Energy Employee Occu-
pational Illness Compensation Program Act 
(EEOICPA)of 2000 which has helped over 
100,000 disabled, diseased, or prematurely 
deceased DOE workers receive more than 10 
billion dollars in compensation for being put 
it harm’s way in DOE workplaces, without 
their knowledge or adequate protection.
  Finally, if my claims of OSC and MSPB 
law-breaking are vindicated it is good news 
for America and civilization.   
 
Q. What changes would you like to see?

 JC: As long as Christian religious profes-
sionals and others stand aside in the face 
of corporate or government agency law-
breaking that harms people, say nothing 
about reasonably evidenced claims of such 
law-breaking, bystand to well-evidenced 
claims of reprisal by employees who do 
speak up, and are silent about corporate or 
government agency law-breaking against 
whistleblowers —their bystanding , motivated 
by their self-interest, is a model for everyone 
else to bystand.
 For our global civilization to stop 
rushing to the abyss, people, including those 
who are reading this, have to be willing to 
educate themselves and then take action to 
protect workers and support whistleblowers 
simply by insisting that agencies follow the 
law. 

Conversation with a whistleblower
PART II

Part I of our interview with Joe Carson, a Department of Energy safety engineer, appeared in the 
April issue of OREPA’s newsletter. You can find it on-line on our website at www.orepa.org.

For our global 
civilization to 
stop rushing to 
the abyss, people, 
including those 
who are reading 
this, have to be 
willing to educate 
themselves and 
then take action.


