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The quest for peace and justice has 
never been an uninterrupted forward march; it has 
been a journey marked by long years of persistent hard 
work followed by victories that nudge us forward and, 
often as not, backlash that seeks to claw back some of 
the progress.
 Half way through the second decade of the 
twenty-first century we appear to be entering The 
Great Regression. Around the globe nationalism and 
xenophobia, along with ever-present racism, misogyny, 
and religious and anti-religious fervor have set their 
sights on tolerance, acceptance, compassion, equality 
and community, seeking to turn around the progress of 
the last half-century.
 The November elections demonstrated the United 
States is not immune to these diseases. OREPA mem-
bers, like many others in the country, watched with 
growing disgust a presidential campaign that appealed 
to the basest human instincts and embraced violence in 
word and deed at Trump rallies.
 The election that followed provided some terrible 
measure of validation of the tactics and ideas of the 
campaign as “conservative” Republicans swept to vic-
tory in both houses of Congress and many statehouses 
across the country.
 “Conservative” in quotes because many of the 
policies and preachments of the Republican major-
ity are the opposite of conservative, piling up mas-
sive debt loads at state and federal levels, pushing for 



government intervention in the most private affairs 
of citizens, exploiting the environment for profit 
rather than conserving it for future generations, and 
governing with callous disregard for the more noble 
aspirations of the nation—like the pursuit of liberty 
and justice for all.
 All of this takes place in the context of a global 
move toward soulless policies and practices by 
governments on every continent, growing instability 
between nuclear armed states, and rising tempera-
tures in political hot spots.
 What are we to do, those of us who aspire to a 
world where peace, justice and respect for human 
life, dignity and rights form an organizing principle?

Keep your eyes on the prize.
 Our first task is to continue doing the work of 
creating the world we want to live in. For OREPA, 
that means recognizing that the existential threat of 
a nuclear holocaust is rising. Massive, unpredictable 
egos in nuclear armed nations do not contribute to 
stability or security. Actions that push the bound-
aries of US power around the world, in the south 
Pacific and eastern Europe are provocative in the 
most perilous ways.
 It also means working on the ground to cut 
funding for the trillion dollar modernization of 
nuclear weapons and stopping the UPF bomb 
plant slated for construction at Y12 in Oak Ridge. 
Investment in new weapons production facilities, 
upgraded warheads and new delivery systems is 
not only contrary to our legal obligations under the 
Nonproliferation Treaty, it undermines our national 
security. 
 It also means working to nurture nonviolent 
community, strengthening alliances with other pro-
gressive groups, and listening carefully to those who 
are facing an elevated threat level in the wake of the 
empowerment of the alt-right.
 In this newsletter, you’ll find specifics. We 
hope you will be inspired to join in the activities in 
East Tennessee if you live near here. And if you are 
among our more distant members, we hope you will 
know that we are acting in solidarity with you while 
you are working for peace and justice in your com-
munity.
 It is in the most trying times that we find 
ourselves summoned to be the best we can be. Our 
vision is clear; and now we must rise to the chal-
lenge.

Threat reduction as a step toward elimination
 Those of us who have been nuclear abolition-
ists for a long time have been frustrated by the arms 
control community—our semi-allies—for almost as 
long. As they have no doubt been frustrated by us.
 We want to eliminate nuclear weapons; they 
want to reduce the nuclear threat. They see reduc-
tion as a necessary and inevitable step toward elimi-
nation; we see half-measures as a perilous delay that 
fails to fully appreciate the existential threat of these 

weapons. Both parties in the debate wonder if their 
counterparts grasp the reality of the world we live 
in.
 In March of 2017, the United Nations will 
convene to discuss and eventually to forge a docu-
ment in pursuit of a legal ban on nuclear weapons. 
The process faces challenges at the outset. Most 
nuclear-armed states refused to approve the resolu-
tion calling for the ban conference and are unlikely 
to participate, not wanting to appear to validate the 
process.
 Still, the process will allow for Non-Govern-
mental Organizations and civil society organiza-
tions to put nuclear weapons on the table, avoiding 
the indefinite aspirational language of the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty which, as it approaches its 
fiftieth birthday, has failed to achieve disarmament 
“at an early date.”  The humanitarian effects of the 
Bomb will be part of the discussion. The rights of 
the environment can be considered. The powerful 
opinion of the World Court in 1996 will inform the 
conversation. 
 International organizers have asked grassroots 
groups in the United States to come to New York 
City to tell the truth about what the US is doing 
“on the ground.” A fundamental part of our mes-
sage will be the US effort to reconstitute full-scale 
nuclear weapons production capacity by building 
a new bomb plant in Oak Ridge (the Uranium 
Processing Facility) and new facilities at Los Alamos 
to produce plutonium pits to go along with the new 
non-nuclear facility at Kansas City.

Blunting the “Tip of the Spear”
 Taxpayers have paid more than $3 billion so 
far for the design of the Uranium Processing Facil-
ity, slated to be built at the Y12 Nuclear Weapons 
Complex in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the design 
is not yet complete. What the bomb plant will 
ultimately cost is anyone’s guess—we predict more 
than $10 billion, but the National Nuclear Security 
Administration and Congressional overseers refuse 
to disclose any actual numbers to the public.
 The UPF has been described as the “tip of 
the spear” of US efforts to modernize the nuclear 
weapons stockpile. That’s because Oak Ridge is the 
only place in the country that can manufacture 
the crucial thermonuclear core for warheads and 
bombs—the “H” part of the massive H-bomb.
 The facility currently used to manufacture 
H-bomb cores for the W-76 Life Extension is in a 
dangerous state of deterioration; it was built in a 
rush during the Manhattan Project in the 1940’s and 
has long since outlived its design life. The replace-
ment, called the UPF, will be dedicated solely to 
producing nuclear weapons components. Without 
it, the United States will not be able to build new 
nuclear weapons, and plans to modify old warheads 
will be significantly constrained. Ultimately, without 
the UPF, much of the “modernization” planned for 
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the stockpile will be impossible.
 OREPA continues to pursue every possible 
angle to stop the UPF. In October, after consult-
ing counsel, we teamed with Nuclear Watch New 
Mexico to write a formal letter to the Secretary of 
Energy petitioning for a new Environmental Impact 
Statement on the UPF. We learned from a reporter 
that our letter was being discussed, but our thirty 
day deadline for an answer came and went and we 
heard nothing.
 We are now in consultation with a legal team 
exploring our options for a legal challenge to the 
UPF, and we should know shortly after the first of 
the year if we will be able to pursue that course. 
Our intention is to force NNSA to prepare a new 
or revised Environmental Impact Statement which 
will further delay the UPF; in the meantime, we will 
be able to learn more about the cost of the UPF and 
safety and technological challenges—information 
currently being withheld from the public.
 One of NNSA’s cost-control measures is to use 
two other old buildings for enriched uranium oper-
ations for at least twenty to thirty more years. These 
buildings do not conform to current environmental 
standards, and NNSA has said they do not intend to 
bring the buildings into compliance. Instead, they 
are moving new enriched uranium operations into 
one of the buildings. NNSA says upgrades to bring 
the buildings into compliance are “cost prohibitive;” 
safety engineers and others have told us it is physi-
cally impossible to retrofit the buildings to meet 
modern standards.

Take care of one another
 Those in our society who have not been privi-
leged by the accident of birth, the predilections of 
culture, the advantages of race or the biases of insti-
tutions have been all too aware of what it means to 
live “at risk”— subject to the ever-present threat of 
the power of bigotry in individuals and institutions, 
defined by otherness, subjected to scrutiny even 
in the most mundane activities of daily life, with 
fundamental human rights granted or withdrawn 
by those in power, whether wielded by a legisla-
tor, police officer, or store clerk, power exercised 
capriciously but not in the whimsical sense since 
that power has the capacity to wound, to damage, to 
destroy and to kill. 
 That power is exercised, regularly. Protests 
against it are rare enough that they generate public-
ity—think Black Lives Matter—as much for the 
rarity as for the consummate righteousness of their 
demands or the insidious nature of the evil they 
decry.
 Since November, reports of hate crimes are 
rising rapidly. The ever-present threat is becoming 
ever-more reality for at-risk populations.
 It is incumbent upon all of us to collaborate to 
address the new reality. No one has a pass to stand 
on the sidelines, or to content our consciences with 

statements and hand-wringing. 
 Don’t know what to do? Start by listening 
to people in at-risk populations and communi-
ties; they have a lifetime of experience identify-
ing threats and know what others can do to help 
them be safe.

Get to the root
 We must all become radicals in the truest 
sense of the word—it’s not enough to stand and 
speak about the injustice and violence we see 
around us. If we are to create a different world, 
we have to go to the root of the current world 
and cause fundamental changes there. That’s 
what radical means—going to the root.
 A justice system that incarcerates millions 
and destroys hope doesn’t create the world we 
seek; it doesn’t work. A health care system that 
favors the wealthy and denies basic care to tens 
of millions doesn’t work. An education system 
that teaches every student, regardless of interest 
or capability, about sines and cosines but never 
mentions conflict resolution doesn’t work.
 These conditions are not “just the way it is,” 
though it may seem that way to those of us who 
have never known anything different. They are 
the result of conscious decisions, reconfirmed in 
every federal budget. They were not created by an 
insidious design; they evolved to favor those who 
have, and structures and institutions embraced 
them—schools, churches, political parties. It is 
not oversimplifying to say Donald Trump’s recent 
electoral victory arises in no small measure from 
the recognition of many people that this system 
is not working to the benefit of the have-nots. 
The fact that they voted for a man whose life and 
demeanor contradicts their dreams, aspirations 
and needs is not a measure of their intellect, but 
of their desperation.
 So it is a time for us to challenge the fun-
damental assumptions of our way of life—and 
to offer an alternative, reflecting the power of 
nonviolence, grounded in the fundamental re-
spect for all people and care for the earth which 
provides and sustains life.
 It is a big piece of work, possible only by 
what Joanna Macy calls the “slow turning.” But it 
is this work to which we put our shoulders, lest 
there be no turning at all.
 OREPA will continue to work to build 
nonviolent community; we offer nonviolence 
trainings as well as trainings in consensus 
decision-making. We are increasing our efforts 
to engage a new generation of nuclear weapons 
activists. And we will continue to work to build 
bridges across lines of race, class and culture in 
our communities.
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The theme for Knoxville’s 2017 
celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday—
Standing Together for Justice and Equality—was 
set before the results of November’s election were 
known. But even if Donald Trump had not cap-
tured enough electoral college votes to carry the 
day, the campaign he ran had already elevated the 
threat level for at-risk communities, energizing hate 
groups and cheering on violence in a calculated ef-
fort to pander to alt-right (read racist, xenophobic) 
groups.
 The election only further validated the “win-
ners.” Despite repeated and unapologetic attacks on 
women, people of color, immigrants, Muslims and 
others, Trump emerged victorious (except for the 
niggling fact that he got 2 million less votes than his 
opponent), and Republicans maintained complete 
control of both houses of Congress and increased 
their power in state legislatures and Governors’ 
mansions across the country.
 As the shock of Democrats and other progres-
sives began to wear off, people started asking what 
they should do.
 And OREPA announced next year’s Community 
Conversation, to be held Friday, January 13, 2017 at 

the Beck Cultural Exchange Center on Dandridge 
Avenue in Knoxville. “Standing Together for Justice 
and Equality” is OREPA’s theme, too, for the Con-
versation’s 10th year.
 The evening provides an opportunity for reflec-
tion and discussion at roundtables, usually drawing 
80-100 people from across the spectrum of race, 
income, culture and social status in Knoxville. 
Originally billed as a chance to talk with neighbors 
we don’t usually talk with, the Conversation has 
evolved to be just that.
 Brief presentations this year from Clarence 
Vaughn, Becky Hussein, Angel Ibarra and Melanie 
Barron will address the elevated threat in communi-
ties of color, Muslim communities, the immigrant 
community and among women.
 The Conversation begins with refreshments at 
6:30 and the program officially begins at 7:00. It is 
free and open to everyone.
 While OREPA is the primary organizer of the 
community conversation, we are honored and 
pleased to be joined by co-sponsors every year, 
including, this year, The Greater Knoxville Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Commission; the 
Beck Cultural Exchange Center; Community Shares 

of Tennessee; Narrow 
Ridge Earth Literacy 
Center; the East Tennes-
see Presbytery Peace-
making Committee; the 
Episcopal Peace Fellow-
ship; St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church; Church of the 
Savior (UCC); the Ten-
nessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church; 
Statewide Organiz-
ing for Community 
eMpowerment (SOCM), 
and the West Knoxville 
Friends Meeting (Quak-
ers).

Standing together with at-risk communities
 OREPA celebrates MLK birthday with 10th annual community conversation 
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OREPA News and Notes
Beth Rosdatter’s Day in Court
 Beth Rosdatter of Lexington, KY, appeared 
before Judge Roger Miller in General Sessions 
Court in Oak Ridge, TN, on December 1, 2016 to 
face charges of obstructing a highway for her Au-
gust 6, 2016 arrest blocking the entrance to the Y-12 
Nuclear Weapons Complex in Oak Ridge.
 After considerable negotiations and delay, 
Beth pled  “No Contest” to the charges; she was 
fined $50 and court costs (another $250 or so) and 
placed on unsupervised probation for 30 days.
 Before sentencing the judge allowed Beth to 
make a brief statement. She said her act of civil re-
sistance was a duty, saying that citizens have a duty 
to stop the government when it is breaking the law. 
“I know my small 
action on August 
6 did not really 
stop the govern-
ment,” she told 
the judge. “But if 
all of us did what 
I did, we would 
stop law-breaking 
at Y-12. I think it’s 
my responsibility.”
 The judge 
paused before 
entering the sen-
tence. “Very well,” 
he said.

The Future of OREPA
 OREPA has established a special committee 
to look into the distant future to begin to chart the 
course for OREPA beyond the horizon of our current 
staff and board. As part of the process, we are un-
dertaking a survey of OREPA members and friends. 
 We need your thoughts about the future of 
OREPA. The board is starting the process of devel-
oping long-term plans, including preparing for staff 
transitions and setting strategic priorities. Your input 
will help ensure that we have a clear path that will 
guide us in sustaining the strong organization that 
you have helped build. 
 Please let us hear about the OREPA activities 
you most value and your visions for our collective 
future. To fill out the online survey, go to: https://goo.
gl/forms/Zxem3biEIQV1RYju1.

Marching with Dr. King
 Ever dreamed of marching with Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.? Ever wondered what it would be like 
to be Sojourner Truth?
 Wonder no more! King and Truth are just two 
of the giant puppets OREPA has in the Knoxville 
MLK parade each year, and we need volunteers to 
strap themselves into the backpack and carry the 
puppets for the march.
 You could also be Gandhi, Rosa Parks or 
Desmond Tutu, or local legends Sarah Moore Green 
or Myles Horton… If you are interested in being part 
of the January 16 parade as a puppet, contact Kevin 
Collins at kvn792@aol.com.

Peacemaker Awards
 OREPA plans to celebrate six strong women 
peacemakers on March 11 at St. James Episcopal 
Church in Knoxville, and you’re invited to join us! 
 The 2017 Peacemaker Award recipients are 
Mary Anne McNutt, Caroline Best, Marese Nephew, 
Sarah Scott, Judy Ross and Shigeko Uppulari.
 More information will be sent out leading up to 
the event, but mark your calendar now!

OREPA presents on-line course
 OREPA’s coordinator, Ralph Hutchison, and 
board member Dennie Kelley have created an on-
line course called “Awakening the Church: Facing 
the Existential Threat of Nuclear Weapons” for the 
United Church of Christ’s on-line adult education 
program. 
 The course, which will be available in mid-Jan-
uary, is open to everyone. It is geared to people of 
the Christian faith, but much of the raw information 
is not religiously based.
 You can learn more about Pathways, the UCC 
program, at http://tasc21.net/pathways/about-path-
ways/. The course covers the current state of affairs 
with nuclear weapons, resurgent interest in the 
church after Pope Francis’s 2014 Declaration, and 
the fundamental responsibility of humans to protect 
the environment.

Thank you! to everyone who has supported OREPA’s work with 
a donation this year; we rely on the support of grassroots members to 
pay for this work, and the commitment, dedication and generosity of 
OREPA donors keeps us going!

Beth Rosdatter being 
taken into custody 
on August 6, 2016 
after blocking the 
main entrance to the 
Y12 Nuclear Weap-
ons Complex in Oak 
Ridge, TN
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Who’s ready for some good news?
 If I told you the movement to abolish nuclear 
weapons was not only alive, but thriving, getting 
support from elected officials, and galvanizing broad 
swaths of the citizenry in opposition to the deployment 
of nuclear weapons, you might wonder what world I 
was living in.
 It’s not another world, just another country.
 Marion Küpker, activist with Nonviolent Action 
Abolishing Nuclear Weapons in Germany, came to 
Knoxville in November to tell us of the effort by activ-
ists there to have US nuclear weapons removed from 
German soil. Her presentation, reviving the Peggy and 
Ramsey Harb Memorial Peace Lecture was co-spon-
sored by the Harb family, the Episcopal Peace Fellow-
ship and OREPA.
 Germany and four other European countries host 
US B61 nuclear bombs as part of NATO’s deployment 
of nuclear weapons. Küpker was especially interested 
to visit Knoxville and see Oak Ridge, where the US is 
planning to “modernize” hundreds of B61 bombs start-
ing in 2020 at a cost of $10 billion (that’s billion with a 
B). The modernization will result in a new bomb, the 

B61-12, with design 
changes that effective-
ly make it a new and 
more deadly weapon.
 All the major 
political parties in 
Germany have called 
for the weapons’ per-
manent removal.
 Küpker spoke to 
OREPA members at 
St. James Episcopal 
and shared photos 
and stories of the 
resistance to nuclear 
weapons through ac-
tions at the entrance 
to the airbase where 
the bombs are de-
ployed. 
 “Change the 
language on the signs 
and those pictures 
could have been us at 

Y-12,” said one member of the audience. 
 Küpker shared information about nuclear weap-
ons in other countries as well. In Turkey, for instance, 
where the recent attempted coup blockaded Incirlik 
airbase, where the US has 40 B61 warheads, reports of 
power being cut off to the base and personnel turned 
away raised questions about the safety and integrity of 
the nuclear bombs there. Officials and experts down-
played the risk—the bombs were there, but there were 
no US jets to deliver them, so there was no real threat.
 Küpker challenged that risk assessment with the 
startling news that four German Tornado jets and 
qualified pilots were, in fact, at Incirlik at the time of 
the coup, meaning the possibility of pilots being com-
pelled to undertake a mission was real.
 In Italy, Belgium and Holland, the other Euro-
pean countries host to NATO’s B61 nuclear bombs, 
resistance efforts are also strong. Küpker noted that 
nonviolent protesters in Belgium were permitted by the 
courts to enter a Nuremburg defense, arguing that a 
citizen has a duty to oppose illegal government actions, 
and were acquitted.
 Meanwhile, in Germany plans are being laid for 
2017 and a global action at Büchel airbase from  March 
26 – August 9. Groups and individuals are invited to 
come to Büchel for vigils and nonviolent direct actions 
(blockades, trespassing, singing, etc., according to the 
brochure). Fifty groups are organizing the “Büchel is 
everywhere—nuclear free now!” campaign. One week 
is set aside as an international week of action; local ac-
tivists are arranging hospitality for international guests. 
If you are interested, check out details at www.buechel-
atombombenfrei.de. If you don’t speak German, click 
on the International button at the top of the page to 
find info in English.
 In addition to hearing the inspiring news Küpker 
had for us, members of the audience also signed a 
Declaration of Support for “Büchel is Everywhere…” 
declaring solidarity with those who engage in action in 
Germany. You can add your name to the list in solidar-
ity with the campaign through the web site.
 After her Monday evening lecture, Küpker visited 
Oak Ridge to witness firsthand the community respon-
sible for the B61 upgrade. Her visit to the states and 
to Knoxville was made arranged with assistance from 
Nukewatch in Luck, Wisconsin. 

German activist tells of abolition campaign 
      to get US nukes out of Europe
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