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More than $2 Billion dollars 
spent on Lamar Alexander’s se-
cret UPF —and no design yet…

OREPA observes Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki seventy years 
later…

What you can do now to stop 
the new UPF bomb plant in Oak 
Ridge—before they build it…
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 ince 2005, when the Uranium Processing Facil-
ity nuclear weapons plant was first proposed by the 
National Nuclear Security Administration, more 
than two billion dollars has been appropriated, most 
of it spent, on plans for the bomb plant.
 According to the staff of Senator Lamar Alexan-
der, by the end of September 2016, we still will not 
have a final design for the bomb plant.
 So what have the taxpayers received for their $2 
billion?
 It’s a fair question, one that OREPA gets asked 
regularly because we are the local “watchdogs” of 
the Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex in Oak Ridge.
 We can’t answer it—and that’s a problem.

 The right of citizens to information about 
the actions of their government is the bedrock right 
of democracy. Aristotle said the affairs of state are 
public for all to know and discuss. Pericles, noting 
what distinguished Athens from rivals, wrote, “In-
stead of looking on discussion as a stumbling-block 
in the way of action, we think it an indispensable 
preliminary to any wise action at all.” Twenty years 
before he was a Founding Father, John Adams de-
scribed the public’s right to know as “indisputable, 
inalienable, and indefeasible.”
 But when it comes to the UPF, we don’t know.
 All we know is the money is gone, with no ac-
countability.

 It’s time to Tell the Taxpayer—a cam-
paign to demand government accountability about 
the Uranium Processing Facility bomb plant. We 
want to know what has been spent, what it’s been 
spent on, and what we have to show for it.
 OREPA is launching the Tell the Taxpayer 
campaign and asking our friends across the country 
to join us—not because you like us, but because 
we need you. Our own elected officials have shown 
disdain for our concerns. We have to find another 
champion—maybe your Senator?—to make democ-
racy work. (see p.12)
 We suspect the reason officials have been less 
than forthcoming is because they are embarrassed 

by their own incompetence. Understandable, but 
not acceptable. The public has a right to know. The 
government has a duty to disclose.

 The math matters. The original cost estimate 
for the design of the UPF bomb plant—when the 
plan called for the UPF to house a variety of ura-
nium processing operations including production 
of weapons parts—was $92 million. If you apply the 
industry standard calculation—design for an unusu-
ally complex facility should be about 6% of the total 
cost of construction— you get a total pricetag very 
close to the $1.5 billion upper range of the original 
cost estimate. 
 Today, NNSA says, and Lamar Alexander insists 
he believes them, the total cost of the UPF bomb 
plant will be $6.5 billion or less. That’s for Phase 
I—the plans have been scaled back so the UPF will 
have only one mission, to produce thermonuclear 
cores for nuclear weapons. 
 But, ignoring all the money wasted up until the 
space/fit fiasco, counting only the money appropri-
ated in Fiscal Years 2014 ($327 million), 2015 ($335 
million), and 2016 ($430 million), the design cost 
for the current (as yet unseen and unapproved) UPF 
plan will be $1.1 billion.
 If design costs represent 10% of total cost (the 
industry standard is 6.4% for complex projects), the 
UPF (Phase I only) will cost $11 billion.

 At one point, we were told more than half a 
billion dollars was flushed down the drain because 
of management mistakes that led to the “space/fit” 
problem—designers were almost finished with their 
blueprints when they realized the building was too 
small for all the equipment it needed to hold.
 Half a billion taxpayer dollars gone. Tennessee 
Senator Lamar Alexander, then ranking Republican 
on the Energy and Water Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, the committee responsible for paying out the 
money, declined to investigate or hold a hearing on 
the fiasco. 
 Instead, he convened secret meetings with the 
contractor and NNSA officials. And continued to 

S

Senator Lamar 
Alexander’s 
idea of ac-

countability to 
the public is 

to hold secret 
meetings with 
the contractor 
and NNSA and 
report that he 

is satisfied.

Bechtel: $2,000,000,000
Taxpayers:  0

That’s the score, and the game hasn’t even started yet! Lamar Alexander 
says the new UPF bomb plant will cost $6.5 billion; OREPA says it’s on 
track to top $10 billion easily.
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 In typical construction, the cost of design is generally about 3.5% of 
total construction costs. In more complex projects, design cost is expected 
to be in the range of 6-7% of total cost of construction.   
 In 2004, the estimate for design v. total cost was about 6%; design was 
estimated at $92 million and the total cost was $1.5 billion.
	 In	2012,	in	the	aftermath	of	the	space/fit	fiasco,	we	got	some	real	
numbers. The abandoned design, 85% complete, had cost a little over 
$500 million. The total cost estimate at that time was $6.5 billion. If 
NNSA’s estimates were close to accurate, design costs were about 10% of 
the total construction cost.
 In 2016, we have no legitimate cost estimate. NNSA and Senator 
Alexander have created a magic number; they say total construction costs 
will be $6.5 billion. By the end of FY 2016, however, more than $1.1 bil-
lion will have been spent on the current design. Using the 2012 formula 
$D x 10 = Total $C, we can calculate a more realistic total cost estimate 
of $11 billion. Given NNSA’s consistent track record of cost overruns on 
construction projects, we expect costs to be much higher, maybe as high 
as $16 - 20 billion. 

pay them hundreds of millions of dollars a year. 
One year later, the team gave up on its second de-
sign; cost and schedule estimates made the project 
unfeasible.

 What to do? How about another secret 
process? An internal “Red Team,” comprised of 
DOE employees and contractors, held a series of 
meetings over six weeks to create a “recommenda-
tion” that rubber-stamped plans the contractor was 
already developing. The Red Team held no public 
hearings; its meetings were not announced or open 
to the public.
 Since the Red Team report was issued in the 
spring of 2014 (released after pressure by OREPA 
and other nongovernmental groups), the NNSA has 
spent half a billion dollars implementing it—but to 
date has not released an implementation plan.
 In fact, with the taxpayer $2 billion in the hole 
so far, no official plan has been made public. Still 
NNSA is slated to receive more than $400 million in 
the coming fiscal year, a 30% increase over FY 2015 
spending.
 This repetition—we are on the third design 
plan at least for the UPF project, and it is getting 
bigger, messier, less safe and more expensive with 
each design—is predictable. Failure to hold anyone 
responsible for the very first fiasco in 2012 virtually 
guaranteed continued project failure.
  The management team that had demonstrated 
its complete incompentence was kept intact and 
given more money. The contractor was retained for 
another year and a half, and when a new company 
one the management contract, personnel were 
transferred over to ensure continuity.

 In a democracy, the public has a right to 
know. And exactly equally compelling, the govern-
ment has a duty to disclose. In this case, both the 
National Nuclear Security Administration and 
Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN), now chair of the 
committee that funds the UPF, are derelict in their 
duty.
 To be fair, they are just playing by the rules that 
apply in Washington, DC these days; rules institut-
ed by the national security apparatus in lieu of the 
Constitution, rules that are being used by a widen-
ing circle of officials as a matter of convenience.
 Does it matter? Scott Horton, in Lords of Secre-
cy, notes the danger of secrecy applied too broadly. 
“Secrecy,” Horton writes, “produces a government 
that is more poorly informed, dull-witted, and 
more corrupt than would be the case if the power of 
keeping secrets were stripped away.”
 In democracy as practiced in the United States, 
the legislative branch is responsible to oversee and 
hold accountable the executive branch. In the case 
of the UPF bomb plant, the legislative branch is 
in collusion with the executive branch and private 
contractors to line the coffers of the Bechtel corpo-
ration with public dollars.

 

Wait, there’s more!
 The UPF bomb plant is part of a larger effort to “modernize” the nuclear 
weapons complex and theweapons themselves. Estimates put the cost of 
modernization over the next three decades at $1 trillion or more.
 At Y12, modernization was to reduce operations to two main facilities—
the Highly Enriched Uranium Materials Facility (completed in 2011, it stores 
weapons grade uranium and components) and the Uranium Processing 
Facility.
 Consolidating operations would save money by reducing the high se-
curity area and would get workers out of deteriorating old buildings that were 
not up to code.
 Not anymore. The new plan scales down the UPF. Many operations will 
be shifted into those dangerous older facilities for another twenty years or 
more. The buildings can not be retrofitted to meet modern seismic standards.
 Still, they will be “refurbished” to the tune of hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, but this money is no longer counted as part of the UPF cost. NNSA has 
not released a cost estimate for remodeling the old facilities.
 Ka-ching! That’s the sound of the contractor’s cash register—your tax 
dollars being privatized!
 The cost of new state-of-the-art technology, like microwave casting and 
other high-tech equipment for use in bomb production are also not included 
in the total cost of the UPF bomb plant; they come out of a different line item 
in the NNSA budget. 
 Tell The Taxpayer wants to know the full cost of modernization.
 

August 2015  •  3  •  OREPA News



 Gar alperovitz opened his lecture 
at the East Tennessee History Center on 
August 2, 2015 by noting he began his 
research on the decision to use to atomic 
bomb fifty years ago and, “I was too cau-
tious then.”
 Alperovitz, author of The Decision to 
Use the Atomic Bomb and The Architec-
ture of an American Myth, was invited by 
OREPA to talk about the historical record 
as Oak Ridge begins to talk about how 
the Manhattan Project National Park will 
interpret the history of the bomb. 
 In the days leading up to Alperovitz’s 
talk, the Knoxville News-Sentinel ran three 
stories on the Manhattan Project National 
Park, including one the morning of August 
2. Curiously, though, the Knoxville media 
declined to cover Alperovitz, providing 
a contemporary lesson in how a myth is 
maintained. One reporter who had prom-
ised to cover the event e-mailed that eve-
ning that the station was “going to pursue a 
different story.”
 Alperovitz drew a crowd of eighty-five 
to the History Center on a Sunday evening. 
The typical response was, “I had no idea,” 
and “I learned a lot tonight.”
 What they learned were the facts 
behind the decision to use the bomb. “This 
is not controversial among historians,” said 

The Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance sponsored an ambitious series of events to mark the 
70th observance of the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. If you came to any or all of the 
events, the photos and articles here will rekindle that wondrous feeling that attended the events; 
if you weren’t able to make it, we hope you’ll get a feel for those days and nights…and plan to join 
us next time!

Alperovitz repeatedly. “It’s all well docu-
mented.”
 Alperovitz explained to the audi-
ence that Japan was prepared to surrender 
long before August 6, the date the bomb 
was dropped. Military leaders, including 
General Eisenhower and Admiral Leahy, 
were certain Japan needed only to be as-
sured they could maintain the figure of 
the Emperor in the post-war era. Cables 
intercepted by the US indicated Japan had 
approached several countries to act as 
intercessors in suing for peace.
 By the time Truman, Churchill and 
Stalin met at Potsdam on July 16, 1945, 
a Declaration had been drawn up to seal 
the terms of the war’s end. It included a 
crucial assurance, in Paragraph 12, that the 
unconditional surrender of Japan’s military 
forces would not require the removal of 
the Emperor.
 “And then, at the last minute, para-
graph 12 was taken out,” said Alperovitz. 
“It was a conscious decision, knowing it 
would mean the war would go on.”
 Alperovtiz said US military officers 
approached British military officers to 
prevail upon them to talk to Churchill and 
get the paragraph reinserted. Churchill 
made the overture to Truman, but was not 
successful.

 “Almost certainly, he [Truman] 
wanted to use the bomb,” said Alperovitz. 
He noted a conversation then Secretary of 
State Jimmy Byrnes had with physicists in 
which he said the use of the bomb would 
make Russia more manageable in the post-
war world. The physicists were appalled.
 It was almost a year later, as facts 
about the bombing began to reach the 
broader public in the United States, that 
the Administration went on the offensive 
to create the mythology about the bomb 
that prevails today—that it ended the war, 
that it prevented an invasion, that it saved 
US soldiers’ lives.
 “There is not a shred of evidence to 
support any of those assertions,” noted 
Alperovitz. An article written by Secretary 
of War Henry Stimson was the vehicle for 
the creation of the myth. Later, President 
Truman would take up the cause, expand-
ing the number of American lives saved 
from 250,000 to half a million and eventu-
ally a million. 
 The facts at the time, though, said oth-
erwise. No invasion of Japan would have 
been possible until the spring of 1946, and 
military leaders were unanimous in their 
opinion that Japan would surrender long 
before then. A first landing in the south of 
Japan in November 1945 would have an 
expected casualty rate (not deaths alone) 
of less than 10,000. 
 As history unfolded, Truman delayed 
the Potsdam conference until he could 
have an assurance that the “gadget,” as the 
new weapon was called, would work. He 
got that on July 16 when the Trinity test 
was a success.
 That delay, said Alperovitz, and the 
removal of paragraph 12, had the effect of 
lengthening the war, during which the US 
sustained additional, unnecessary casual-
ties.
 

“Almost certainly, 
he wanted to use 
the bomb.”
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 east tennessee is not the only part 
of the country that finds conversations 
about nuclear bombs uncomfortable, espe-
cially our bombs—we talk a lot about Iran’s 
bomb, and they don’t even have one!—but 
we have more reason than most to avoid 
the conversation. We build them.
 It was that fact that motivated reli-
gious leaders to develop a Pastoral Letter 
titled The Urgency of Now addressing the 
production of nuclear weapons in Oak 
Ridge. They released the letter on Monday, 
August 3, as part of the 70th observance 
of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.
 “As people of faith, dedicated to lives 
of gratitude, service and love, we ask 
ourselves: Is it right for us to support the 
production of weapons of mass destruc-
tion designed to be used against other hu-
man beings with our money, our votes, or 
our silence?” read the letter, signed initially 

by twenty-seven lay and clergy leaders.
 The powerful letter was released at 
a media conference on Market Square in 
Knoxville, where others were invited to 
add their names to the letter in a ceremo-
nial signing. 
 “There is no legitimate moral stance 
that permits us to absolve ourselves of the 
responsibility for the role our community 
plays in the nuclear arms race. Discussions 
of military and diplomatic policy take 
place elsewhere, but they rely, ultimately, 
on individuals who do the hands-on work 
of producing thermonuclear weapons of 
mass destruction. “
 The letter is intended to open a 
conversation that will continue in the fall 
among people of faith concerned about the 
moral responsibility of the community that 
builds weapons intended to exterminate 
people. The committee that developed the 
letter will also develop study resources 

for use in congrega-
tions or other study 
groups.
 “I grew up 
during the Cold War, 
when the great-
est global fear was 
the use of nuclear 
weapons,” said John 

“We ask ourselves: Is 
it right to support the 
production of weapons 
of mass destruction?”

Gill, senior pastor of Church of the Savior, 
UCC. “Today, with so many other issues 
in the news – from climate change to ter-
rorism – it is easy to forget that the threat 
of nuclear weapons still hangs over us. It 
is also easy to forget that we live in one 
of the few places in the world where such 
weapons of mass destruction continue to 
be created. 
 Gill and others spoke to several media 
outlets during the release event, and inqui-
ries arrived from Santa Fe, New Mexico 
and Portland, Oregon, about adapting the 
letter for use in their communities.
 “We do not speak today for our con-
gregations or our community. Instead, we 
invite them to join us in an honest public 
conversation—in places of worship and 
in the public square, in the media and in 
professional associations, in book clubs, in 
kitchens and living rooms—about our re-
sponsibility to one another, to future gen-
erations, and to the planet. A world free of 
the threat of nuclear weapons is possible, 
but only if we create it. We should begin by 
addressing the moral and spiritual implica-
tions of the role we play in this existential 
drama.”
 The text of the Pastoral Letter, along 
with an annotated version of the letter, are 
available on OREPA’s web site.

Top: John Gill, pastor of Church of the Savior, UCC, intro-
duces the first reader of The Urgency of Now on Market 
Square in Knoxville. The reading of the letter was followed by 
a Ceremonial signing of the letter.

Left: Mary Dennis Lentsch signs the Pastoral Letter, while 
Carol Nickle and Tupper Morehead wait their turn.
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 the story of sadako Sasaki has 
become widely known, and the peace 
cranes she folded in an effort to realize her 
wish have become international symbols of 
nuclear abolition.
 Sadako was two years old in Hiroshi-
ma when the bomb dropped, and eleven 
when leukemia robbed her of her health. 
Told of a legend that anyone folding a 
thousand cranes would have their wish 
granted, the young girl set to work in the 
hospital.
 She never reached the goal, but 
schoolchildren across Japan took up her 
cause after her death, and seventy years 
later they bring cranes by the tens of thou-
sands to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Park where a sixty foot statue of Sadako 
towers over the rest of the park.

 Sadako’s dream was captured in her 
words: “I will write peace on your wings 
and you will fly all over the world,” and 
OREPA took up that dream in Knoxville, 
Tennessee in August as part of the 70th ob-
servance of the destruction of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.
 The event was simply titled 1,000 
CRANES. We set up our pop up tents 
on Market Square downtown and began 
teaching Greta and her brother Declan to 
fold cranes—a few minutes later, Knoxville 
city officials arrived and invoked a permit 
rule to move us off of downtown’s Market 
Square even after admitting “our web site 
is new and we can’t find anything on it 
ourselves.”
 It may have meant a few people 
missed us, but in the end more than 

I will write peace 
on your wings 
and you will 
fly all over the 
world.

eighty found us and we ended up folding 
cranes in a nice shady spot in adjacent 
Krutch Park. Crane by crane, the numbers 
mounted as the day wore on. People left, to 
be replaced by new people. Young and old, 
beginners and experienced crane folders 
filled the large terrarium with a rainbow of 
cranes—pastels and brilliant colors, solids 
and patterns. One couple came, learned to 
fold a crane, folded half a dozen, left, and 
came back later to fold some more. Several 
others returned, too, bitten by the origami 
bug.
 It was another bug, though, that drew 
the day to a close. We folded until mosqui-
tos mounted a massive attack at 7:30; our 
Tuesday total was just over 700 cranes. 
 But others arrived in Knoxville with 
cranes to add to our collection, and by the 
end of the weekend, we had one thousand 
cranes from Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and 
Michigan.
 Even better, Sadako’s dream of peace 
was spread as dozens heard the story in the 
park, and more heard it on the television 
news. The News-Sentinel published a video 
of OREPA’s coordinator telling the Sadako 
story while folding a crane.
 The final consensus was summed up 
by one folder who said with a smile, “We 
should do this every year!” 
 

OREPA News  •  6  •  August 2015



Peace lanterns don’t grow on trees! When OREPA put 
out the call for peace lantern creators, we had no idea we 
would get twenty-four crack lantern builders in an assem-
bly line process that would rival General Motors. The work-
force on Wednesday evening at the Riverside Catholic 
Worker house in south Knoxville spanned seven decades; 
we had artists, decorators, drillers, sanders, tapers…and in 
an hour we had more than eighty peace lanterns ready for 
Sunday’s Nagasaki Day ceremony.

“In our town,we 
had the warmth 
of family life, the 
deep human bonds 
of community,
festivals…

 We Gathered in darkness, one by one, the air thick with 
moisture. “It may have felt this way in Hiroshima,” I thought as I car-
ried the heavy bell from the car. 
 Several years ago I was in Hiroshima in the summer, and we 
walked from the temple to the train station in the morning. I noted all 
around people preparing for their day, children on their way to school, 
businessmen briskly walking to the office. “Just like this,” I thought.
 Sseventy years ago, the city was not steel and brick and concrete—
it was wood and paper. When the bomb detonated a thousand feet 
above downtown Hiroshima, fire consumed what the blast and heat 
did not.
 And so on August 6, 2015, we gathered as we do every August 6, 
across from the main entrance to the Y12 Nuclear Weapons Com-
plex, where the uranium fuel for the Little Boy bomb was produced. 
Erik Johnson worked to construct a fence line for our colorful paper 
cranes. Ardeth, Carol and Mary Dennis arranged the tables and a 
semicircle of chairs. 
 At 6:00am, as cars by the hundreds drove by us into the bomb 
plant, we began reading names of the victims of the Hiroshima bomb. 
As each name was read, the bell tolled and a crane was tied to the 
fence. In between pages of names, we read first-hand accounts from 
survivors. Readers’ voices choked as they were transported by the rec-
ollections to the unimaginable horror of those moments, hours, and 
days…
 We read the reflections of Admiral Leahy, commander of US na-
val forces in the Pacific: “It is my opinion that the use of this barbarous 
weapon was of no material assistance in our war against Japan.”
 The bell tolled, a crane was tied to the fence, another reader read 
a poem written by a hibakusha (survivor) who recalled blue flames 
rising from the fingertips of his infant child. The sky grew light. Traffic 
thinned as the early shift arrived at the bomb plant, some of them 
setting to work producing today’s thermonuclear bomb cores. Outside 
the bomb plant, the day began to settle into it’s routine. We read on.

continued next page
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 for more than twenty-five years OREPA 
has led demonstrations, vigils and protests in Oak 
Ridge—at the community park, marching through 
the streets to the bomb plant, and at the front gate. 
Invariably, without exception, despite threats and 
even assaults by counter-protesters, police noncoop-
eration and, occasionally, harassment notwithstand-
ing, our actions have been nonviolent.
 This commitment is not automatic. Sometimes, 
it’s not even natural. But it is intentional. Creating 

an environment that discour-
ages violence in tone as well 
as action takes thoughtful 
planning and careful prepara-
tion. We train peacekeepers 
and participants for many 

 Then, abruptly, at 8:16, the reading 
stopped mid-sentence. “Just like this,” I 
thought. 
 For us, though, after a long, quiet obser-
vance, the drumming and chanting of Utsumi, 
Denise, Jean and JR would bring us back to the 
world and our lives would resume.
 Not theirs. Never for tens of thousands. 
And never the same for any of them.
 We read the declaration from the Mayor 
of Hiroshima. “In our town,” it began, “we 
had the warmth of family life, the deep hu-
man bonds of community, festivals heralding 
each season, traditional culture and build-
ings passed down through history, as well as 
riversides where children played. On August 
6, 1945, all of that was destroyed by a single 
atomic bomb…By years end, 140,000 irre-
placeable lives had been taken, that number 
including Koreans, Chinese, Southeast Asians, 
and American prisoners of war.”
 But it was the end of the declaration that 
empowered us to leave the Names and Re-
membrance ceremony at 9:00 o’clock. I thought 
of the many times hibakusha have visited us 
in Oak Ridge and joined us at Y12; I thought 
of their raw courage as they revisited the most 
horrific day of their lives to save us all from the 
bomb.
 Mayor Kazumi Matsui closed his declara-
tion with a challenge. “Finally, we appeal to the 
people of the world: renew your determina-
tion. Let us work together with all our might 
for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the 
realization of lasting world peace.”

Clockwise, from top left: Drumming and chanting across from the entrance to the 
Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex after the 8:15am observance of the bombing of 
Hiroshima. JR reads during the Names and Remembrance ceremony. Twenty-sev-
en years ago, Stephen Clements co-founded OREPA; on August 6, 2015, he ties 
a crane on the fence across from the bomb plant. Long-time Oak Ridge resident 
Marese Nephew ties a peace crane on the fence; to her left, JR and Ed Sullivan 
also tie cranes.

roles. We have had good fortune. We have been 
conscious in our effort not only to invoke Gandhian 
principles, but to practice them.
 This year several dozen people came to the 
nonviolence training; ten were commissioned to 
be peacekeepers, and we were all reminded of our 
commitment to be disciples of nonviolence.
 Oh, and we had fun, too.

non-
violence
training

Left: Peacekeepers and “Officer” Johnson try to persuade Dave “Ain’t Gonna 
Let Nobody Turn Me Around” McNeeley to abandon his post at the fence line 
during a role play as part of the nonviolence training at Church of the Savior.
Above: No, they aren’t playing, “Hands up or I shoot,” they’re practicing Tai Chi, 
thanks to Betty Coleman, as part of the centering at the nonviolence training.
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 friday eveninG, August 7, marked 
the first public reunion of the Transform 
Now Plowshares activists since their 
release from prison in May. Michael Walli, 
Megan Rice and Greg Boertje-Obed joined 
local supporters for an evening of music 
and conversation at the Church of the 
Savior in Knoxville. 
 Many of those who came for the eve-
ning had been with Greg, Megan and Mi-
chael before they were suddenly taken into 
custody at the end of their trial; listening to 
them in gatherings at several churches and 
public events. The message now was, sadly, 
much the same—nuclear weapons con-
tinue to pose a threat to all creation; their 
existence demands our resistance.

 The TNP three were released in May 
after the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
threw out their sabotage conviction and 
vacated their sentence on the charge of 
“depredation” of government property.
 They have been scheduled for resen-
tencing on September 15; the hearing will 
be a teleconference rather than an in-per-
son hearing. Since sentencing guidelines 
for the remaining charge recommend sen-
tences less than they have already served, 
the prosecution has indicated it will not 
seek further prison time; they are asking 
for extended probation. The defense is ask-
ing for time served, only; no probation, no 
restitution.

unfinished
business

 people came from fifteen states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, drawn to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
on Saturday, August 8, seventy years after Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, by the past, the present and the future.
 The past, because seventy years ago Oak Ridge’s 
Y12 Plant produced the highly enriched uranium 
that fueled the Little Boy bomb the United States 
used to immolate 60,000 human beings in 
Hiroshima, Japan.
 The present, because the same Y12 
bomb plant, now called the “Y-12 Na-
tional Security Complex,” continues the 
illegal and immoral work of producing 
thermonuclear weapons cores from highly 
enriched uranium, lithium deuteride and a 
host of other materials.
 The future because it is here, at Y12, 
that the federal government proposes to 
spend more than six billion dollars on a 
new bomb plant—the Uranium Process-
ing Facility—to continue to manufacture 
nuclear weapons of mass destruction for 
generations to come. The UPF, if it is built, 
will be the flagship of the government’s 
nuclear modernization program, the sec-
ond generation of nuclear bomb manufac-
turing.
 We came in peace, embracing the 
principles of nonviolence. We gathered at 
Bissell Park for a grand program of mu-

sic—the Raging Grannies, The Emancipa-
tors, Joe Williams, and the whole audience 
together for a couple of numbers—and for 
brilliant drama by the Catalystica Players, 
and to learn about the current status of 
nuclear weapons from Nukewatch’s John 
LaForge and OREPA coordinator Ralph 
Hutchison. We were called to action by 
Michael Walli, Greg Boertje-Obed and 
Megan Rice who read the indictment they 
delivered at Y-12 three years ago in the 
Transform Now Plowshares action.
 And then we marched, in the hot Au-
gust sun, a mile and three quarters to the 
Y12 nuclear weapons plant.
 When we met with the police two 
weeks before the action, we explained that 
we intended to march to the bomb plant, 
cross the road, and tie peace cranes on the 
security fence that rings the once-public 
gathering space. “I don’t know about that,” 
said the chief of police. “I’ll have to talk to 
the security folks about that.”

remembering Hiroshima 
at the bomb plant

 We encouraged him to have that 
conversation, but also noted that what we 
proposed was not illegal, and we would 
do it even if they said no. “We know they 
don’t want us to tie things on their fence. 
They don’t want us out there at all. But we 
have a right to be there, and we will do it, 
at least some of us. If you arrest us, you’ll 
have to explain to a judge what the charge 
was, since we are not trespassing, blocking 
traffic, or doing anything illegal.”
 Four days before the action, we 
called to hear what the decision would be. 
Lieutenant Tedford called back. “Let’s talk 
about how we are going to safely get you 
across the road to tie the cranes,” he said.
 It was a little victory for nonviolence.
 Or maybe more than a little victory. 
 If the power of nonviolence is some-
thing of a mystery, the remarkable power 
of the peace crane might illuminate it a 
little. The small, brightly colored origami 
cranes, symbols of longevity and the wish 
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for peace, apparently pose a power-
ful threat to the production of nuclear 
weapons in Oak Ridge. They appear 
harmless, dangling lightly at the end of a 
string of red yarn, riding soft breezes—
but something about them spurs the 
security forces at the nation’s premiere 
nuclear weapons plant to action like 
nothing else.
 On Thursday, August 6, we made 
our own fence, on the side of the road 
opposite the main entrance to the bomb 
plant, and tied hundreds of cranes on 
it. Within 45 seconds of our departure, 
three security cars were at the site; four 
men in desert camouflage fatigues, 
wearing latex gloves, were removing 
the cranes and stuffing them into the 
vehicles.
 On Saturday, nearly two hundred 
people lined the road across from the 
bomb plant fence. “Oh, Mary, don’t you 
weep, don’t you mourn,” we sang. And 
then we crossed the road and tied our 
cranes to the fence; some brought gar-
lands of cranes they had folded before 
they came and draped them over the 
fence posts. 
 We returned to the far side of the 
road and stood in silence for several 
minutes. And then we began walking 
back the way we came, to the shuttle site. 
Immediately, security guards moved in, 
tearing each crane from the fence and 
stuffing it in a trash bag.

 What is it that compels them to 
remove the harmless cranes?
 In the old days, the cranes were tied 
to barbed wire fencing, and the guards 
would grab the crane and rip it from its 
yarn, leaving behind hundreds of strands 
of red yarn, looking for all the world like 
dripping blood, hanging from the fence. 
We wrote about that, noted the apt imag-
ery, and after that the guards were more 
careful.
 Sometimes we tied cranes on the 
fence or branches of bushes as part of our 
Sunday vigil activities, and the cranes 
were left undefiled. And the bomb plant 
kept operating, suggesting, if you think 
about it, that the cranes are nothing more 
than paper, destined to fade in the sun, 
and eventually, after several rains, to dis-
solve back into pulp and fiber.
 That would be the natural order 
of things. But it’s not the order in Oak 
Ridge; the order there is to get the cranes 
off the fence and out of sight as quickly as 
possible.
 The power of the cranes, of course, 
is the power of revelation. The only thing 
they do is convey a message, one that 
confronts workers who are preparing for 
the death of the planet. The cranes simply 
remind them what was done there, 
seventy years ago, and what they are still 
doing today.
 And that, to the guilty, is intolerable.
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 paper lanterns have long been the 
hallmark of the Japanese Obon Festival, a 
ceremonial honoring of ancestors; since 
the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasa-
ki, they have been adopted by the nuclear 
abolition movement as symbols of the 
desire for peace. The message they carry, as 
they are set adrift on the water, is one that 
honors those who have gone before with 
the fervent prayer “Never again.”
 We gathered with our peace lanterns 
on Sunday, August 9, seventy years after 
the bombing of Nagasaki, to remember 
and to recommit ourselves to the work of 
peace. We brought some lanterns we had 
already made to the park with us; children 
arrived to make more—in the end, we 
numbered more than a hundred, and we 
had nearly that many lanterns to set afloat.
 But that was not until the end. In 
the meantime, we started with Buddhist 
drumming and chanting. We had music, 
a litany for peace, and wonderful Japanese 
folk dancing—some dancing in lovely 
kimonos and formal dress, others in cut-
offs and t-shirts learning the dances as we 
circled in the field.
 As it does every year, the Peace Lan-
tern Ceremony combined solemnity and 
joy, remembrance and hope, young and 
old. Larry Osborne led Peace Is… on the 
guitar and we all sang. Motoko Huthwaite 
came from Michigan and led our litany 
and taught alternative lyrics to the tune 

of a popular Japanese children’s song—No 
More Hiroshimas.
 Kumi Alderman, organizer of the 
Knox Asian Festival, gathered a dance 
troupe to teach the rest of us the motions 
to folk dances—Tokyo Ondo and Tanko 
Bushi—and captured the entire spectacle 
on video for the local cable TV channel.
 And then the lanterns. Children first, 
then adults, navigating the rough paving 
stones that led to the water’s edge. Mark 
Kyser and Ann Myers offered recorder mu-
sic to set the perfect tone. Utsumi Shonin 
tapped out the spot with a bamboo pole 
and guided the lanterns into the main 
channel of the Tennessee River. 
 One by one they formed a chain of 
hope as they drifted away, stretching for 
a quarter mile or more downstream. We 
gathered on the banks in the darkness to 
watch their light move out into the world. 
There is only one word for the spirit of that 
evening: peace.

peace 
lanterns 
say never 
again
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act NOW 
to stop

the UPF

 tell the taxpayer needs you.
 Senator Moneybags Alexander is going to 
continue to try to shield the UPF bomb plant and 

its billion-dollar budget from public 
scrutiny. He does not intend to run for 
re-election.
 If you’ve ever thought, “If I could, 
I would stop nuclear weapons,” it’s your 
time. Because the UPF bomb plant 
is absolutely essential to continued 
nuclear weapon production—without 
it, the US will not be able to manufac-
ture new thermonuclear cores. 

 That is why we are pursuing every possible 
route to stopping the bomb plant. 
 And why we need to make noise now about the 
budget and accountability.
 You can help by writing to your Senator—the 
preferred way is to write a letter on your computer, 
then copy it into the “contact us” space on your 
Senator’s web site—that’s the fastest way to commu-
nicate with them.

 Here’s the simple message: Why was there no 
investigation or hearing after the half-billion dollar 
design fiasco of the proposed Oak Ridge UPF bomb 
plant in 2012? Why is Congress paying hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year to designers with no ac-
countability—and no design? Why isn’t information 
available to the public?
 These questions cut across party and ideologi-
cal lines. They are about accountability—telling the 
taxpayer what our tax dollars are being spent on. 
This is bedrock democracy. The quetions are also 
about waste; conservatives should want to know 
what is going on with this runaway project.
 Tell the Taxpayer and OREPA also need your 
support. We stretch every donation dollar we 
receive; we have a great staff person and an even 
better team of volunteers, but it still takes resources 
to mount an effective campaign. Please invest in 
the campaign today with the envelope included in 
the newsletter. If your newsletter doesn’t have an 
envelope, the address is P O Box 5743, Oak Ridge, 
TN 37831.

 Before people 
heard of crowd-sourcing 
we were doing it. Pool-

ing our resources to fund a project that was bigger 
than any of us could do by ourselves. That’s the se-
cret to OREPA’s funding—we depend completely on 
contributions. No government money, no founda-
tion grants.
 Of the 1500 people who receive this newsletter, 
about half are regular OREPA donors. If you are one 
of them, THANK YOU! You are—our donor com-
munity is—amazingly generous and consistent, and 
most of you do way more than just give money.
 If you are not an OREPA contributor, we need 
you. Each year we have a deficit—income from do-
nations runs a few thousand dollars behind expens-
es. Some years, we get surprise gifts from thoughtful 
people who left a bequest to OREPA in their will; 
other times we defer paying some bills, especially 
through summer’s  fundraising drought months. 
 But the best way to make up the shortfall is 
with new donors. If you appreciate the work OREPA 
does—the information you get, the research we do 
to dig out the facts, the events and actions we hold, 
the persistent dedication for more than twenty-five 
years to stopping nuclear weapons production in 
Oak Ridge—we are asking you to invest in the work, 
to become part of the great team of people who 
crowd-source OREPA every year.
 You can use the envelope in this newsletter 
or mail your gift to OREPA at P O Box 5743, Oak 
Ridge, TN 37831. All gifts are tax deductible.

OREPA needs
your support 

 OREPA News is published at least four 
times a year by the Oak Ridge Environmen-
tal Peace Alliance and is available in an elec-
tronic version (in color!) at www.orepa.org. 
We publish more often when events require 
and funding permits.
 OREPA also publishes periodic UPF 
UPDates electronically, available on the 
web site and through our email listserv. If 
you would like to receive email updates and 
alerts from OREPA (not more than once a 
week), send a request to orep@earthlink.net.
 As part of our effort to create and nur-
ture nonviolent community, OREPA also pub-
lishes a bi-monthly booklet, Reflections for 
Nonviolent Community, with daily readings 
related to the challenges of living nonvio-
lently in a culture of violence. The Reflection 
booklet is available upon request. 
 All OREPA publications are funded by 
the contributions of OREPA members and 
are available free of charge.
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